
















 
Conclusions

Productive old forest has 
almost vanished across BC. 

Low productivity 
inaccessible old forest 
remains in some forest types. 

Forest policy in BC does not 
maintain the natural range 
of ecosystem diversity, 
thus posing high risk to 
biodiversity and long-term 
carbon storage. 

Current old forest targets 
provide an ecologically 
risky low bar, and 
implementation succeeds 
in going below this bar 
due to loopholes, gaming, 
arithmetic errors and simple 
lack of monitoring. 

Many existing OGMAs do 
not contain old forest. 

Priority actions to increase 
e�ective retention of 
representative old forest 
must be taken immediately 
to reduce risk. 

In many areas, mature  
forest must be recruited to 
bolster the dwindling ranks 
of old forest and to allow  
for ecological recovery  
over time.

Funding, commitment and 
management authority is 
required from the provincial 
government to ensure 
that sta� are available to 
implement e�ective old 
forest conservation. 

The transition from logging 
old forest to logging second 
growth is imminent. Without 
immediate action we will 
lose these globally priceless 
old forests — and still have 
to deal with a volume-based 
industry that has not 
planned for the transition. 

If the provincial government 
continues to knowingly put 
the ecological integrity 
and values of old forest 
at risk, they should at the 
very least be clear about 
their intentions and stop 
pretending to protect the 
province’s natural heritage. 
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