Mount Sabine Ecological Reserve #19

Warden Trip Report , Sept 2022




Ecological Reserve Warden Trip Report

ER Name: Mount Sabine Ecological Reserke0logical Reserve #: 19

Trip Date: September 0, 2022(only daya BC Parks staffiemberavailable for site visit)Final
Report completed on September 24, 2022.

Warden Names: Jenny Feick and lan Hattelriven and assisted by Trevor Kinley of Invermere

Number of volunteer hours logged: 4.5 hours at the ER plus 1 hour travel titoérom
Columbia Lake ER by Canal Hiaésrel time from Invermere included with the report on visit to
Columbia Lake ER the same day)

Extent of the ecological reserve visited, or tour route
T

Ranger Liza Pegura drove the BC Parks truck and resource person Trevor Kinley, who had been
to the ER before when he was doing bobcat research, drove his 4WD truck up the access road.
It became clear from the deep ruts, rocks, steep grades, and pothudéshte ER rangers would

not be able to access this ER with their own vehicle, an AWD 2007 Subaru Forrester

Explored one side road, backtracked and theove to the south end of the ER on a side access
roadand parked along the road

Walked what we thoulgt was the perimeter of the ER based on the Gaip that Liza and

Trevor each had on their phones. Each iPhone had slightly different results and in looking at the
vegetation, including what we surmised were early old cutblocks, the perimeter on Gaiatdid

line up with the old cutline boundarfgee consternation on the faces in the picture below).
Deadfall and vegetatioobstructedwalking a straight line so our perimeter walk was wavy

Saw many stumps here and there as we walked the perimeter, allialithn, moss and fungi
growing on them

Saw numerous different coloured flagging tape on trees and on the ground

Saw at least three timber cruising plaques inside the ER

Had lunch on the edge of the old cutblock near the ER




Purpose and Objectives for This Site Visit
Purpose: collaborate and learn about thiglount SabineER andts values from one another.
Objectives:
9 Locate the Mount SabinER(UTM coordinates);
§ assesseaseofaccés® NJ NI YISNARQ GOSKAOEST
1 Assess if the boundaries thfe ER are adequety identified/marked, and if not, what needs to
be done to better demarcate the boundarijes
9 Assess the basic conditiontbe ER and identify any obvious damage and threats
1 Record natural history observations (evidence of wildlife, and vegetation, ediyebie
species/plant communities related to the purpose of each ER), including posting images on
iNaturalist of key plant specigand
9 Discuss potential ideas for inventory and monitoring activities for 2023

Specific Expectations for BC Parks ¢ assistnew ER rangetfind the boundiries of the ERs and work
with them on the other objectives

BC Parks Ranger Lisa Pegura and ER Warden lantkatgeto discern if they are in the Mt
Sabine ER as blue flagging tape and other signs of timber are present




Plant and Animal Species Observed

Forest Composition :

1 Mixture of Dougladfir and Western larchwith some
lodgepole pineand fewEngelmann sprucgsee
picture of spruce below)

1 In some areasubalpine firexists but many of the
mature trees aralead or dyingsee picture of dead
subalpine firs on the right)

1 Whilepaper birch is presentature trees are
mostly dead or dying

1 The tallest trees are Bstern larch, up to about 25
m tall and perhaps 120 years in agee page @).

1 Conifer regenerabn is mostlyDouglasfir, with
somesubalpine fir andEngelmann spruce seedlings,
and some paper birch saplings

Shrub lay er:

1 Rocky Mountairmaple(pictured on the right)Western
snowberry buffalo-berry, creeping Oregotyrape (aka low
Oregongrape), prickly rosamock azaledpictured below right)
Saskatool { O2 dzf SN A ¢ A Bika@wldrcomnsoh YL OdzNNI y i =
juniper.
1 Late in the season so no flowers observed on shaumasvery few
berries except on the snowber(gee picture belowelft).



