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Ecological Reserve Warden Trip Report  

ER Name:  Mount Sabine Ecological Reserve, Ecological Reserve #: 19    

Trip Date: September 10, 2022 (only day a BC Parks staff member available for site visit); Final 

Report completed on September 24, 2022. 

Warden Names:  Jenny Feick and Ian Hatter, driven and assisted by Trevor Kinley of Invermere 

Number of volunteer hours logged: 4.5 hours at the ER plus 1 hour travel time to/from 

Columbia Lake ER by Canal Flats (travel time from Invermere included with the report on visit to 

Columbia Lake ER the same day) 

Extent of the ecological reserve visited, or tour route  
 Ranger Liza Pegura drove the BC Parks truck and resource person Trevor Kinley, who had been 

to the ER before when he was doing bobcat research, drove his 4WD truck up the access road.  

 It became clear from the deep ruts, rocks, steep grades, and potholes that the ER rangers would 

not be able to access this ER with their own vehicle, an AWD 2007 Subaru Forrester. 

 Explored one side road, backtracked and then drove to the south end of the ER on a side access 

road and parked along the road. 

 Walked what we thought was the perimeter of the ER based on the Gaia app that Liza and 

Trevor each had on their phones. Each iPhone had slightly different results and in looking at the 

vegetation, including what we surmised were early old cutblocks, the perimeter on Gaia did not 

line up with the old cutline boundary (see consternation on the faces in the picture below). 

 Deadfall and vegetation obstructed walking a straight line so our perimeter walk was wavy. 

 Saw many stumps here and there as we walked the perimeter, all with lichen, moss and fungi 

growing on them. 

 Saw numerous different coloured flagging tape on trees and on the ground. 

 Saw at least three timber cruising plaques inside the ER. 

 Had lunch on the edge of the old cutblock near the ER. 
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Purpose and Objectives for This Site Visit 
Purpose: collaborate and learn about the Mount Sabine ER and its values from one another. 

Objectives: 

 Locate the Mount Sabine ER (UTM coordinates);  

 assess ease of access for rangers’ vehicle; 

 Assess if the boundaries of the ER are adequately identified/marked, and if not, what needs to 

be done to better demarcate the boundaries; 

 Assess the basic condition of the ER and identify any obvious damage and threats; 

 Record natural history observations (evidence of wildlife, and vegetation, especially the 

species/plant communities related to the purpose of each ER), including posting images on 

iNaturalist of key plant species; and 

 Discuss potential ideas for inventory and monitoring activities for 2023. 

Specific Expectations for BC Parks – assist new ER rangers find the boundaries of the ERs and work 

with them on the other objectives. 

  

BC Parks Ranger Lisa Pegura and ER Warden Ian Hatter trying to discern if they are in the Mt 

Sabine ER as blue flagging tape and other signs of timber are present. 
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Plant and Animal Species Observed  

Forest Composition:  

 Mixture of Douglas-fir and Western larch, with some 

lodgepole pine and few Engelmann spruce (see 

picture of spruce below).  

 In some areas, subalpine fir exists but many of the 

mature trees are dead or dying (see picture of dead 

subalpine firs on the right). 

 While paper birch is present, mature trees are 

mostly dead or dying.  

 The tallest trees are Western larch, up to about 25 

m tall and perhaps 120 years in age (see page 10).  

 Conifer regeneration is mostly Douglas-fir, with 

some subalpine fir and Engelmann spruce seedlings, 

and some paper birch saplings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shrub layer:  

 Rocky Mountain maple (pictured on the right), Western 

snowberry, buffalo-berry, creeping Oregon-grape (aka low 

Oregon-grape), prickly rose, mock azalea (pictured below right), 

Saskatoon, Scouler’s willow, swamp currant, Sitka alder, common 

juniper.  

 Late in the season so no flowers observed on shrubs and very few 

berries except on the snowberry (see picture below left). 
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Ground cover:  

 Pinegrass and mosses (including red-stemmed feather moss pictured below. Nodding thread 

moss also observed). 

 
 Also saw showy aster, Western meadow-rue, 

twinflower, bearberry, bunchberry (see picture 

above right), prince’s pine, one-sided wintergreen, 

rattlesnake-plantain, Western roughleaf violet 

(pictured to the right), northern bedstraw, wild 

strawberry, purple clematis.  

 Late in the season so no flowers were observed 

and plants had gone to seed or were identified 

from their leaves, which were still green. 

 Fungi included rufous milkcap (pictured below left) 

and conifer mazegill. 

 Lichens included wolf lichen, dog pelt lichen and 

freckled pelt lichen (see picture below right). 
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Animal Species Observed or Evidence of Wildlife 

 Mammals: Black bear scat (pictured below top left), Moose scat, Elk pelvis (pictured bottom 

left) and femur bones found, elk scat, Mule deer doe seen near the ER, found a dozen piles of 

deer pellets/scat of varying ages and consistency; red squirrels seen and heard and several 

squirrel middens found. 

 Birds: extremely important habitat for woodpeckers, saw numerous pileated woodpecker holes 

(pictured below top right), observed one Northern three-toed woodpecker, also heard red-

breasted nuthatches, dark-eyed juncos, and mountain chickadees. 

 Arthropods: Numerous bowl and doily spider webs on the forest floor (pictured below bottom 

right). 
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Public Access Issues  
 Since the perimeter of this ER is unmarked, it is unclear where exactly the ER is. Thus, there is 

confusion among timber companies as to where timber can be harvested as evidenced by the 

numerous different coloured flagging tape we saw on trees and on the ground and the three 

timber cruising plaques inside the ER (see top picture of one of these from 2004 below). 

 Harvesting took place here but many years ago according to the stumps we saw that had lichen, 

moss and fungi growing on them (see bottom picture below). 

 High clearance 4WD trucks, ATVs and ORVs can drive to the ER boundary; it is not accessible by 

2WD or even most AWD vehicles. 
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Signage Issues  
 No signs or markers of any kind inform people that this is an ecological reserve, and what that 

means in terms of protection and what can be done/not done. 

 This ER’s boundaries are not marked in any way and even the information on Gaia is 

inconsistent, requiring constant verification (see picture below). 

 

One access road sign is in the wrong location. It makes people think that they should turn up the wrong 

road, which dead ends 100 meters up in an old logging landing, when in reality the ER access is further 

up the road (see pictures and map on next page). The access sign not a BC Parks sign. The road that goes 

through the Mount Sabine ER is an access road that climbers use to get to the Asimov Wall, a crag atop 

Mount Sabine that has at least eight climbing routes (see climbers’ informal sign post below).  

 

This picture of the Columbia 

Valley Climbing Association’s 

informal sign post for Asimov 

Wall was taken in 2020. It is on 

the main access road that also 

provides access to the Mt. 

Sabine ER. This sign was still in 

place when we visited the area 

in 2022. Picture supplied by BC 

Parks Ranger Liza Pegura. 
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Below are pictures of the access road sign below and a map showing its current and correct locations. 
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Maintenance Issues  
 Deteriorating access road conditions (see one example below of road ruts in a muddy area). 

 

Visitor Activities  
 None evident 

Warden Activities  
 Walked boundary; 

 Took pictures of timber cruising plaques; and 

 Recorded observations of plant and animal species, took pictures, and posted them to 

iNaturalist. 

Wardens’ Proposals or Suggestions  
 Find out if the boundary has ever been officially surveyed. (Are there pins?) 

 Locate the four corner pins if they exist. If they don’t, a survey should be conducted. 

 Clearly mark the boundary of the ER with signs so that it is clear where timber harvesting cannot 
occur (see map on next page). 

 Contact the agency responsible for the access sign that is in the wrong place and encourage them to 
move it to the correct location. 

 Document the history of this ER. Contact Bristol Foster, Hans Roemer, and Jim Pojar to better 
understand how this site was selected and why the boundaries are where they are. 

 Find out who (if anyone) is responsible for road maintenance in the area. 

 Investigate adjacent Crown land in the East Side Columbia Lake Wildlife Management Area for 
ecological and biological values. 

 Set up vegetation monitoring plots to monitor species composition change related to climate 
change. 

 Consider setting up a wildlife camera to document wildlife use of the area. 

 Consider using a drone for monitoring this ER. 
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Western larch near south western boundary of Mt 

Sabine ER near old cut-block. 
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Scientific Names for Species Mentioned in Mt. Sabine Trip Report 

Animals 

Arthropods 

Bowl-and-doily spider, (Frontinella pyramitela) 
 

Birds 

Mountain chickadee, (Poecile gambeli) 
Black-backed (three-toed) woodpecker, (Picoides arcticus) 
Dark-eyed junco, (Junco hyemalis) 
Pileated woodpecker, (Dryocopus pileatus) 
Red-breasted nuthatch, (Sitta canadensis) 
 

Mammals 

American black bear, (Ursus americanus) 
American red squirrel, (Tamiasciurus hudsonicus) 
Moose, (Alces alces) 
Rocky Mountain elk, (Cervus canadensis ssp. canadensis) 
Rocky Mountain mule deer, (Odocoileus hemionus ssp. hemionus) 
 

Lichens 
Dog pelt lichen (Peltigera canina) 
Freckled pelt lichen, (Peltigera aphthosa) 
Wolf lichen, (Letharia vulpina) 

Fungi 
Conifer mazegill, (Gloeophyllum sepiarium) 
Rufous milkcap, (Lactarius rufus)  

Plants 
Bearberry, (Arctostaphylos uva-ursi) 
Buffaloberry, (Shepherdia canadensis) 
Creeping Oregon grape, (Berberis repens) 
Common juniper, (Juniperus communis) 
Douglas fir, (Pseudotsuga menziesii) 
Englemann Spruce, (Picea engelmannii) 
Lodgepole pine, (Pinus contorta var. latifolia) 
Mock azalea, (Rhododendron menziesii) 
Nodding thread moss, (Pohlia nutans) 
Northern bedstraw, (Galium boreale) 
One-sided wintergreen, (Orthilia secunda) 
Paper birch, (Betula papyrifera) 
Pinegrass, (Calamagrostis rubescens) 
Prickly rose, (Rosa acicularis) 
Prince’s pine or Pipsissewa, (Chimaphila 
umbellata) 
Purple clematis, (Clematis occidentalis)  

Red-stemmed feather moss, (Pleurozium 
schreberi) 
Rocky Mountain maple, (Acer glabrum) 
Saskatoon berry, (Amelanchier alnifolia) 
Scouler’s willow, (Salix scouleriana) 
Showy aster, (Eurybia conspicua) 
Sitka alder, (Alnus alnobetula ssp. sinuata) 
Subalpine fir, (Abies lasiocarpa) 
Swamp currant, (Ribes lacustre) 
Twinflower, (Linnaea borealis) 
Western larch, (Larix occidentalis) 
Western meadow-rue, (Thalictrum occidentale) 
Western rattlesnake plantain, (Goodyera 
oblongifolia) 
Western roughleaf violet, (Viola orbiculata) 
Western snowberry, (Symphoricarpos 
occidentalis) 
Wild strawberry, (Fragaria vesca)  

 


