
ELLIS ISLAND                          ER #134 

  

ORIGINAL PURPOSE To protect a vulnerable gull nesting colony for research purposes. 

OVERVIEW 

Date established:   

ORC #: 

Map number: 

28 March 1991 

3134 

93 K/2 

Location: 

 

Latitude: 

Longitude: 

In Fraser Lake, 42 km W of 

Vanderhoof 

54º04’N  

124º43’W 

Total Area: 

Land: 

Foreshore: 

6.6 ha 

0.6 ha 

6 ha 

Elevation: 670-690 m 

Access: Access is by boat. 

Biogeoclimatic Zone: 

Biogeoclimatic Variant: 

Ecosection: 

Region: 

Management Area: 

Sub-Boreal Spruce (SBS) 

SBS dw3 Stuart Dry Warm  

Bulkley Basin 

Omineca 

Nechako 

COMPOSITION 

Physical: Fraser  Lake, about 50 km
2
 in size, drains eastward into the Nechako River. Ellis 

Island, 600 m from its southern shore, is low and egg-shaped. Much of the 

surface of this heavily glaciated island is bare rock; where soils are developed 

they are Regosols. 

Biological: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The major feature of this reserve is its nesting colony of Herring and Ring-billed 

gulls. The island is one of only two Ring-billed Gull colonies in the province. 

This species did not begin nesting here until 1985, when 24 nests were counted. 

A few pairs of Herring Gulls began nesting about 1958, and increased to 15-20 

pairs by the late 1970s. Adult Herring Gulls arrive in April and lay and incubate 

one to six eggs in May and early June. The young hatch in June after 25 to 28 

days of incubation, and spend about 45 days as fledglings. Ring-billed Gulls 

have roughly similar characteristics and phenology, but a shorter fledgling 

period of 37 days. Young gulls may be present until mid-August. 

 

Common Loons, Mallards, Northern Pintails, Spotted Sandpipers and Common 

Crows also nest on the island. Other birds seen there, some of which probably 

nest, include the Rufous Hummingbird, Tree Swallow, Orange-crowned 

Warbler, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Wilson’s Warbler, Savannah Sparrow and 

Ruddy Turnstone.  

 

Scrubby aspen-cottonwood stands with a dense understory of red-osier dogwood, 

willows, prickly rose and black gooseberry occupy moist to mesic sites having 

the deepest soils on the island. Dense rose-red raspberry thickets occur slightly 

above and adjacent to the aspen stands. The shallowest soils have a rough 

fescue-bluegrass community which contains several species of forbs. Much of 

the island has a surface of bare rock supporting lichens, mosses and spreading 



stonecrop. Most of the gull nests are on rocky sites on the northwest part of the 

island.  

MANAGEMENT CONCERNS 

SIGNIFICANT SPECIES 

 

White Sturgeon (Nechako River population) 

California Gull 

Ring-billed Gull 

Herring Gull 

BC LIST 

STATUS 

Red listed 

Blue listed 

 

 

COSEWIC STATUS 

 

Endangered (2003) 

CF 

PRIORITY 

2 

4 

5 

2 

THREATS  

Climate Change: Warming water temperatures may alter the nutrient cycling 

process of the lake, changing the aquatic community composition 

and possibly vicariously impacting the gull populations.  

 

Changes to the water levels due to altered hydrology may also 

affect the gull populations and their nesting habitat. 

Recreation: Marine vessels (both motorized and not) may impact the Gull 

populations. 

RESEARCH 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Gull populations are protected for research purposes. 

 

ER WARDEN 

ACTIVITIES 
 Monitor/report illegal activities where observed 

 Survey flora and fauna present in ER 

 Monitor for invasive plants (control or eradicate where 

possible) 

SCIENTIFIC NAMES OF SPECIES MENTIONED IN THE ELLIS ISLAND ER 

ACCOUNT 

Flora 

aspen, trembling (Populus tremuloides) 

cottonwood, black (Populus trichocarpa ssp. trichocarpa) 

dogwood, red-osier (Cornus stolonifera) 

willow (Salix sp.) 

rose, prickly (Rosa acicularis spp. sayi)  

gooseberry, black (Ribes lacustre) 

raspberry, red (Rubus idaeus ssp. strigosus) 

fescue, rough (Festuca campestris) 

bluegrass (Poa sp.) 

stonecrop, spreading (Sedum divergens) 

Fauna 

Crow, Common (Corvus brachyrhynchos) 

Gull, California (Larus californicus) 

Gull, Herring (Larus argentatus ) 

http://a100.gov.bc.ca/pub/eswp/reports.do?index=0


Gull, Ring-billed (Larus delawarensis) 

Hummingbird, Rufous (Selasphorus rufus) 

Loon, Common (Gavia immer) 

Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) 

Pintail, Northern (Anas acuta) 

Sandpiper, Spotted (Actitis macularius)  

Sparrow, Savannah (Passerculus sandwichensis) 

Sturgeon, White (Nechako river population) (Acipenser transmontanus pop.3) 

Swallow, Tree (Tachycineta bicolor)  

Turnstone, Ruddy (Arenaria interpres) 

Warbler, Orange-crowned (Vermivora celata) 

Warbler, Wilson’s (Wilsonia pusilla) 

Warbler, Yellow-rumped (Dendroica coronata) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


