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THZ T5ITIKA - AUBSON SICHT WILDEENESS ISEUR

As a preamble to our submission we would 1ike to meke

three pcints very clear to the Wilderness Advisory Committee:

1.

My wife and I are members of the Sierrs Club, but we
are maxing this nresentation as private citizens.
However, as we have been a committee of two working

on this issue for the Club over a five year period,

we will probably in any discussion lapse into some
references to the Club which is officially boycotting
this process.

As envircnmentzlists deeply concerned with wilderness
lssues in this province, we strongly object to the
entire process in which we are participating. OQur
presence here is because we feel we have no other
option. In our view this committee with its industrial
bias is unfit and incompetent to give advice to the
government on these issues., The magnitude of the task
and the ridiculous time limit are further elements that
in our eyes make this process a travesty.

We wish to register an objection in regard to the
naming and definition of the wilderness issue in front
of us. Number 5 on your list should not be "Robson
Bight"; it should be "Tsitika - Robson Bignt", which
has much broader implications. Your research director
told me that I should address the proposal for an
ecological reserve at Robson Bight as there would not
be time to dezl with other issues. i ter five years of
campalgning for the preservation of cue lower Tsitika
watersned, finally we are abls to participate in a
public hearing - but we are not to deal with the whole
issue? Tnls submission will deal with the whole issue,
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By a strange turn of events it is not the environ-
mentalists but the native people who are the shock
trocps in some of ths key wilderness issues of this
province. It is they who are willing to lay their own
freedom on the line through peaceful acts of civil dis-
obediznce at Lyeil Island, Meares Island and possibly in
the Stein Valley. They may be motivated more by an
economic interest in the trees than by an etaical
consideration, but the effect is the same - they ars for
the present opposed to logging. We owe the Indians a
debt of gratitude,

Unfortunately, no shoek troops are involved in the
wilderness issue at Robson 3ight, the killer whale "core
area” on the northeast coast of Vancouver Island. XNo

dramatic

1]

orfrontations appear on the TV scresns in our
living rooms. Very few people are well informed about

these far away issues. ZEven the concerned public nas been



[ Y]

lulled by assurances thzt the Tsitika fiver watershed
wnich lles zenind Robson Bigzht is zoverned by a well
thought cut Integrated Rescuree Plan which provides for
logging, but which leaves intact forest cover for wild-
life (particularly deer and elk wintering areas), for
recreation, ecological reserves ang streamside protection
of the fishery,

In fact to some extent the plan does represent a model
for coastal logging. Erosional damage through road
building has been minimizegd by special practices. The
choking of even very small watercourses with logging debrisg
has been avoided by careful felling and yarding, Relatively
small blocks of forest have besn designated for clear-
cutting, but it is on this level that the plan has gone
awry.

Unforeseen, extensive blowdown has oceured in the upper
Tsitika where logging has commenced and is proceeding down
valley. COnce patches of forest were removed, high velocity
winds have had a disastrous effect on the "leave" blocks.
To remove the blowdown, further rocad building and salvage
loggzing have been necessary. There have been negative
impacts on the special purpcse areas and the net effect has
besn the coalescing of the clear-cuts into an extensive
tract.

The Plan is considered experimental, but no trials have

been made of selective logging. Although there are,



undcubtedly, technical and economic difliculties in
changing o0 this method, it would have tre advantage of
leaving 2 continucus forss+ cover wnich would probably
the blowdown effact,

The Tsitiks watershed hnas heavy precipitation, steep
terrain and it lacks significant lzke storage. The nat-
ural tendency toward flash flooding and very low summer
flows can only be exacerbated by the extensive clear-
cutting which is likely tc have harmful effects on the
fishery.

What has hanspened in the uoper watershed adds cogency
to the already stromgcase to leave the lower watershed
below Catherine Creek in an unlogged condition. This ares

15 & prime candidate for wilderness preservation in

British Columbia., It offers at Robscn Bizht a wildlife

feature unique in the world - the "core area" for 150175

magnificent orcas*who frequent it on almost a regular

Gaily basis in summer. The pristine lower valley rising
to snow peaksis the last unlogged one on the east coast
of Vancouver Island. All five speclies of salmon spawn in
the Tsitika River which is also home to cutthroat trout,
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Vancouver Iszlznd offers many forms of reereatisn including

wnale-watening, hiking, mountalineering, fisning and
camping,
The Government of sritish Columbia has rescognized at

Y

least in nart some of the hirh wilderness valyes of
Hobson 3iznht, In a pralissworthy decision, because of the
wnale "core area", the government ordered the amendment
of the Plan so that the Bight will not be used as a log

port. Instead, the Macmillan Bloedel Company {whiecn holds
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¢ lo.39 covering the area) is required to
backhaul logs out of the valley. A further protective
measure, b1t a mostly cosmetic one, has been the establish-
ment of an ecslogical reserve over the waters of Robson
Blght. The government is also negotiating with the company
for three ecological reserves including one over the
frontage ang extending eastward to cover the whale rubbing
beaches. These negotiations include D,L.223, aoproximately
thirty-seven hectareso® Macmillan Bloedel privately owned
land at the mouth of the Tsitika River,

Ahy, in the face of these protective mezsures, are the
Sierra Club znd other sucporting environmental organiza-

tions still very muen dissatisfied? The answer is that, if
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the plans tc log the lower valley go ahead, the people of

this provines and for that matler all Canadians are being
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It is mixing metaphors, but one

can truly say that it will be far less than half = loaf,
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The impnortant/to rzcognize is that the lower valley

expensive backhauling reguirement ané the proposed
frontage ecological reserve will only partly mitigate the
industrial intrusion. There will be the sights and sounds

of logzing in Robson 3ight,
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in this matter the provincial gov
deal ear to its own Parks and Outdcor Recreztion Division.
In its 13 vage report entitled "Robson Bight « Tsitika A trare
River Park Feasibility Study", this agency recommended

that "...a Class A provincial park sheuld be established

over the lower Tsitika Valley."  Similarly but without

defining an area the government's Robson Bight Study Teanm
recommended the continuation of an interim reserve

-.."until a suitable and permanent reserve or reserve/park

combination ean be established."2

Further evidence for the preservation of the lower
Tsitika come from what is known as the "0ld Growth Report"3 L
produced jointly by B.C.'s Ministiry of the Environment znd
the Ministry of Forests. This report makes no refersnce

b

Lo the preservation of the lower Tsitika but 1t presents
J p
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evid
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nce for 1t nevertheless. The message 1s that on
Northern Vancouver Island low level ol@d growtn forests zare

critiecal to the survival of deer and elk cduring severe



winters. However, due to clezr-cutiing there is now
only a remnant of these winfer ranges left. TFor instancs
in the Adams River watershed adjacent to the Tsitika they
are entirely lost through clesr-cutting,

The Integrated 3escurce Plan does provide for deer and
elx wintering ranges in the Tsitika, but these ranges are
only temporarily deferred from cutting. Nor are they the

best ranzes, only the best that could be had in =a planning

process which the chief participant on the blological side,
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as "inadegquate". This was because
of the extensive committment of the Tree Farm Licence
Agreement batween the Forest Service and the company at

the time the plan was drawn up.
Qne of the main opvortunities to counteract the threat-

ened drastic declines of deer and elk vopulations is to

leave unlcgged the substantial area of old growth forest

the lower valley. The necessity for this decision has

become even more pressing because of the aforementioned
uﬁplanned extensive clear-cutting due to blowdown in the
neadwaters.

On the federal side there has been a clearly demonstrated

strong interest in Kobson Bight for park purposes, In

Pariks Canada's very comprehensive and detailed recgort f e e

entitled "Hational Significance of Robson 3ight British

t

Columbia it was "...recommended tha®t the Robson Bight

of the killer whale core habitat he
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designated as a Natural Site of Canadian Significance!,
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A4 further recommendation was that "...the Robson 3ight

area should be eonsidered zs a nossible future Canadizan
Landmark“.s This is 2 new initiative of Parks Canada for
i L L vVl

3ot

wnich the enabling legislation is still pending. Land-
marks ars sites containing one or mecre unique, rare or
exceptional natural feztures or pnenomena of Canadian

significance. Mr. Tom MeMillan Minister of the Environ-
¥

ment, has recently stated that "Robson 3irnt has been

identified as one of the candidates for early incor-

n 116

nto any future landmarks systenm.
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The Parks Canada assessment makes the extremely
important point that if Robson Bight is designated a

Natural Site of Canadian Significance, "...consideration

be given to the size of tha terrestrial component which

would be required to buffer the core whale habitat from

the effects of logging activities."5

Parks Canada has also indicated an interest in examin-

ing the Robson Bight area as a possible candidate for a

national marine park, another new initiative for which

the enabling legislation is vending. It is expected that
acpraisal of the area will be completed in 1986.6

With both governments sincerely concerned with wilder-
ness values at Robson Eight, why have they not acted
Jointly to fully safeguard those values? After five years

of attempting to influence the Government of Eritish

Columbia on this issue, we are firmly of the opinicn that it
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is playing the dog-in-the-manger role. Its opposition

to preservation of the lower Tsitika is based mainly on
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Lty of compensating the Macmillan 3loedel
Company for timber losses. As explained by Mr, Srummet,
Minister of Lands, Parks and Housing, "The reason is
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essentially one based on costs...To establish a nark...
11d be a cost that is beyond the capabi ility of this
Government.”?

Jet there would be the very real possibility of fed-

eral contributions towards tha®t compensation. And, as

&

suggested in the Parks Division Feasibility Study, there

is also the rossibility of exchange for timber in

Strathcona Park. It is recognized that the straight-

line boundaries of this park do include some non-park
land. A rationalization of the park's boundaries is
under ccnsideration and would be more acceptable to the
public if bzlanced by a highly valuable gain to the park
system in the Tsitika. Moreover, there are assurances

from the Nature Trust (a charitable, non-profit corpor-

atlon which acquires key areas of ecological significance

through gifts or purchnase) that it "...would consider the
g &

purchese of D,L,223 if and when it became zvailable and

providing action is taken by the government to set aside

associated lands in the watershed as nark or ecological




zitiks will be preserved or will

inelude deer and elk wintering ranges anc corridors zlong
the river for recreaticnzal purposes ané for fisheries

protection. Overlapping on them is a 1,640 hsctares

H

"area of visual importanc where, presumably, tnere will
be special constraints on logging to preserve scenic

apects. The three intended ecological reserves amount to

rxi

1,521 hectares, rom a land-use volint of view, it would

maxe very good sense tc consclidate these areas intc a

single protected wilderness covering the lower vallevy,

The Parks Division proposal covers an area of about 3,400
hectares and the Sierra Club proposal about 4,500 hectares.
There 1s nc doubt that the fishery would be better
served by an unlogged valley than by a few leave strips
along parts of the river. Even if logging does not take
place in the lower watershed, the river will be adversely
affected bty the extensive clear-cutting in the headwaters.

In a province where salmon stocks have declined drasticallvy

in large »nzr%t through havitat destruction as well as through

over-fishing, it would be advantageous to leave undisturbed

g

the lower Tsitika where the most important spawning and

rearing reaches are located.

In the forefront of the new philosory regarding forest

land is the idea that ifs aopropriate use includes much

3.
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1@ public has 2 right to such usesg and

-



zhould nct te deprived of them through mismanzgement.

The lower Tsitiks is g clezr sxzmnls of an area where

nark val-ues of the forest grestly exceed timber values.

Patently, a vark uge is in faet z higher use than an

Of eourse, we applaué the provinclal government for
taking stevs to establish an ecological reserve along the
L g

frontage at Hobson Bight. The Sierra Club proposed this

9
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to the government in its brief submitted in January,19E1,
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but the Ciub also advocated that the ecological reserve

snould be backed by a park.

=

cologicel reserves are basically for scientific
purposes and are neither staffed nor developed., The
pronosed Robson Bizht ecological reserve by itself will
have

n

mecnanism to handlie the delicate people-whale

O

interface., However, the whales are zlready famous and the
number of whale-wabtching boats 1s growing every year.
Whnale-watching i1s now a commercially operated actlivity

out of Telegraph Cove. As logging roads are extended down
the Tsitika Valley there will be visitation from the land
and in no sense will Robson Bight remain sequestered.
There has already been sericus narassment including the

shooting of & whale. The people-whzle Interflace can be

properly managed only by orovincial and/or federal park

It is a specicus argument that a park 1s an lnapsropriate



designztion as it will attract people and ther=fore have

b

an advercse effect on the whaleg. However, if the govern-
ment is convinced of this argument the arez could be given
ancther degignation such as Nature Conservancy or =Zcclogical
Beserve, The point is that the trees snould be left
standing.

A nark covering the lower Tsitiks Valley would be a

tremendously valuable addition to the park system of

]

2ritish Columbia. It should bhe noted that the north end

S

of Vancouver Island has only two provincial parks, Cape
Scott andéd Schoen Lake. Yet northern Vancouver Island is
a rapidly developing part of the province where population

and tourism are growing. The park would have a positive

impact on the tourist indusiry and the evidence is clearly

in front of us that tourism must £ill the void left by a
flageging forest industry.

There is a strong case for the establishment of the park
even if killer whales played no part in it. With the ad-
jacent killer whale "core area’, the case 1s unassailable.
It would be a high-profile park that would draw nature-
oriented visitors froem 2ll over the world., The Government
of British Columbia has stated that 1t cannot afford to
create a nark over the lcower Tsitika. As we see 1it, the
government cannot afford not to create a park., Unlogged,

the Tsitika-HRobscon Bight area will be s superlative wilder-
al

ness neritage for 1 Cznedians. We ask tnis committee
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to makse 2 strons recommendation te government that the
Tsitiks - Robson Right area be set aside for wilderness

purposes.



Raeferancas
Aaelasrehces

parks and Outdoor Hecreation Division. Planning and
Design Zranch, June, 19€l. nobson Zight - Tsitika
Ziver Park Feasibiliiy Study. B.C. Minlstry of
Lands, Parks and Housing, Vietoria, 3.C.

Robson 3ight Study Team Report. 1681. Killer Wnales
and Coastal Log Management: An Overview of Future
Uses of Robson Bignht, British Célumbia. 2.C. Ministry
of Znvironmsnt, Assessment and Planning Division,
Jictoria, =.C.

VMinistry of Environment, Ministry of Forests.
Januzry 19, 1983. Reservation of 0ld Growth Timber
for the Protection of Wildlife Habitat on Northern
Vancouver Island. Province of B.C., Victoria, B.C.

Hebert, D. May 21, 1982. Letter to Mr. B.E. Marr,
Chairman, Environment and Lend Use Technical Committee,
Deputy Minister, M¥inistry of Environment, Victoriz, B.C.

Rennie, F., Parks System Planning Division. May, 1982.
An Assescment of the National Significance of Robson
Bight, 3ritish Columbia. National Parks Branch, Parks
Canada, Cttawa.

illan, T. Minister of Environment Canada. Cctober,

£5 Letter to G.A. Wood, Sierra Club of Western

nada, Victoria, B.C.

Srummet, A. Minister of Lands, Parks and Housing,
orovinee of 2.C. Letter to G.A. Wood, Sierra Club of
Western Canada,Victoria, B.C.

Cowtan, P.¥. The Nature Trust. ©September 13, 1984
Letter to G.A. Wood, Sierra Club of Western Canada,
Victoria, B.C.

Sierra Club of Western Canada, January, 198l. Tsitika
Srovincial Park - Robson Bight Zcological Reserve No.lll
A Srief in Support of their Establishment. Victoria,

ERR I ]



PROPOSED

| ROBSON BIGHT CANADIAN CANDMARK
l P TSITIKA PROVINCIAL PARK

. .- g @ - & 8 3 & g = % 2 n L I I ] L L - 0
r{ - ST Cvate, GICAL. " s o * :l aw }”lgto
' N\ RN I

“e

1000 M.

6t”oit

PROPOSED |

CANADI AN/ wow. wide strp reserve

(xpives Jan.26, (984)

-

propesed

Propoud bulfar area
buffer area

N
-l
! |
. é Mount DPerby 1500 m,
X
‘A

e : h bound@x
Tsitika soull
Mountain '*"-Q-:-—\ proposed park
‘500 m. - ~ - -
S b"‘ V. watershed boundary
H L Q ~ .
- /I c,g \\
(/ \
Yo el I
\\ \
\
i N .
1 ’;
kilometres ~ N !
; | 4] | z . ~




