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SPATSIZI PLATEAU #ILDERNESS PROVINCIAL PAR‘K
- PRESERVE OR PLAYGROUND? =~

In announcing the establishment of the new Spatsizi pl
Park, ﬁhe~thaane$0urQegﬂmiais§ér_@Qh~§ill;
"wilderness-wildlife preserve", indicati
shat*thaNS§atsizinia%a3§;f£gy§ﬁt_
But -in order %o preserve its uni
adopted for the Spatsizi will

The Sierra Club feels th&tfuﬁtil*a4@6&&&“ﬁaﬁé@gﬂe&ﬁ*ﬁolicyi_T ‘
Spatsizi can be devised there should be a moratorium on hunti We
feel this is esgsentigl because of the confusion and lack of knowledge
over hunting activities there, wildlife populations, and divergent
opinions regarding what censtitutes‘séund'h&nﬁing*praﬁtices. To
Zive some examples: .. AR T e RIS He S o
- According to the Northern Times

of November 21-ldst, various:

out of the Spetsizi last Fall, and an investigation . is under way .to
eheck on the rumcurs.,  The V&nqouv&nqSun,Qﬁ;Dacembep_6 reports that
the Pish and Wildlife Branch is conduc ing investigations following
the transportation of 52 heads of various animal ‘species from the .-
Spatsizi to Vancouver. _,"52%,-"1§O§,gﬁé@Qﬁ;,ea@h,&iﬁﬁers:fram the .
preceding figure by a multiple of three or four. . What is happening
in the Spatsizi? . - . LA L ' -

= Eye witness gccounts have been ‘numercus that hunters are gaining
acce@ﬁ,to_sheep*ééunﬁry"viﬁf%hefBQE*tighﬁ%of4Way'which'feliéwé*ﬁhé
Klappan river, and there af&*reﬁﬁrtsfef*a'heavy”ﬁarVésf‘df'ﬁé&ﬁﬁdﬁa
sheep this past season. These stories have been doubted by some on
the grounds  that & permit is required from the BCR to use the right-
of-way and that permits are hard to obtain. 'Does the access provided
by the BCR permit too much pressure on the sheep of this area?y

- Mountain sheep studies have indicated that trophy bunting for N
Lkarge-horned rems may have sericus ccnsaquencea,for-thausurvival,qf
sheep-populations throuzh disruption of tnair,eomplax'socialagy¢ The
Fish and Wildlife Branch believe that trughy_hunting of sheep does .
not have adverse effects, In view of this difference of opinion,

what management policy should be pursued?

~ An-gminent biologist commented recently: *in view of the fact that
caribou have not taken iightly to the intrusion of human beings onto
thelr range, the protection granted by & Wilderness Area a8 wWe Know
this today may be perfectly inadeguate", While acknowledging that
the size of the Spatsizi caribou herd, its population dynamics and




2,

total hunter harvest are not known, the Fish and ¥ildlife Branch have
expresased confidence in their ability to manage these caribou. In
view of this evident disparity, what management policy should be
pursued?

- The Fish and Wildlife Branch have said that their Regional staff
are in the best positiocn to assess the need for curtailing hunting,
fishing, hiking, etc., within the Spatsizi, and have rejected the
Club's call for a morateorium on hunting. They have also said that
their biclogist responsible for the Spateizi must spread his efforts
over 106,000 squere miles of mostly inaccessible country and they
cannot carry out more than one patrol a year,

Public participation in decisions regarding the Spatsizi has been
promised. A% the Sierra Club's last lecture on the northwest on
January 27, Irving and Rosemary Fox will outline their views on the
management policy which should be pursued. A panel of outstauding
bioclogists < Tan McTaggart Cowan, Vladimir Krajina and Gordon Haber -
and Tommy Walker, who knowa the Spatsizl better than anyons, will
comment on these suggestions and exchange ideas with the audience on
the issues rsised.  The Sierra Cilub hopes that this exchange will
help . in srriving at a management policy for the Spatsizi that will
assure its long-term protection as a wilderness-wildlife preserve.

" W1066 AND ALL THAT" : THE UNIVERSITY ENDOWMENT LANDS

Former Resources Minister Bob Williams announced on December 2 the
KDP Government's intention 1o set aside 1066 acres of the University
Endowment Lands south of 16th Avenue as a park.

The ‘600 a2cres of UEL not included in the former government's plan
incliudes valuable {in park terms) woodland between Chancellor Boulevard
and 16th Avenue; and the lovely forest and deep ravines between
Chancellor and North West Marine Drive, where the loose 8ilt soil

makes this area very susceptible to erosion. We feel strongly that
‘it is in the present and long-term interests of the people of Vancouver
that this whole acreage, which has been a de faclto park all along for
those who wished to explore its network of itrails, should be included
in any future park.  Any compromise, such as blocks of housing
buffered by mini~parks around the ravines, would totslly destroy the
pregsent value of the forest as it now 1is. As #Willism Chalmers, Sierra

Club member and Chairman of the Endowment Lands Regional Park Committies,

expressed so well in an article published in Western News on 4 December
last, %a large natural park is something much more ihen the sum of its
component paris. The integrity of the forest stands and the preserva-
tion of the naturel dreinage systems simply are not compatible with a
mix of housing and smaller parks. To many people the mosi desirable
feature of & large unbroken forest system is that when 500 feet away
from the roadways, all sounds of traffic disappear and ome couid be
miles away from the city".

It is our hope and expectation that the new govermment will have the
wigdom and foresight to preserve all of the UEL forest as a park for
the recreational needs of present and future generations in this
growing city.

3.
NORTHWEST DEVELOPMENT LECTURES

- INDIAN LAND CLAIMS: The Indian position, as movingly deacribed by
Philip Paul on October 28, is that the issue is one of white land
claims, Intricately woven into the Indians' hereditary system of
chosing their leaders and interwoven in their customs - in thedir
established root and berry gathering areas, their fishing stations,
the places where they communicated with the Great Spirit -~ were clear
ideas of land rights, The white settlers and their govermments have
never recognized the prior existence of the Indiam people. At the
heart of the land clasims issue is the demand of the Indian people *¢
be recognized. They are seeking acceptance of their existence prior
to European settlement and the opportunity to participate in the
development of the Province. Therefore they are insisting that land
claime be dealt with before any kind of major development takes place.
#hat is happening to white people in the north today is the same as
what has already happened to the Indian people. White people in the
north are beginning to feel as the Indians have felt. There has
never been s0 much destruction of the land as there has been in the
past 100 years, and white people are becoming concermed about the
quality of life. Much could be learmed from the Indians on how %o
conserve the environment. The Indian people are prepared to assist
in building a future based on the kind of quality of life that they
enjoyed for thousands of years,

- IMPACT OF GROWTH ON LIFESTYLES AND COMMUNITIES: Joe L‘Orsa
characterised past development in the north as "smash and grab*, with
& total disrsegard for environmental values, resulting in the resourcee
being extracted and processed elsewhere, and removel of control over
the resources from the local people. The consequences of such
pracitices are:

-~ destruction of the social fabric of communities by an influx of
people from outside;

- a&lienation, when local people no longer have any say;

- relative deprivation, when local people have less than newcomers;

- anomie, 8 breakdown of social norms and values.

He stressed the need to base development on a definition of progress
as "that which enhances the quality of life", where haste has no place.
He spoke of the dangers of basing the economy on omne or iwoc largescale
industries and compared the economy to an ecosystem, where greater
diveraity bringe greater stability. Diversity can be achieved by
carefully examining the potentiials for use of the north's resources,
including the skills of local people, and developing a variety of
enterprises, including cottage industries, on these. He stressed the
importance of tasking the needs of the Indians into account. Since
communities differ, each community should be encouraged to develop a
community plan. It is important to find the existing values of the
community and to place alternative plans before the community. Loecal
people nct only must participate in decision-making, but be fully
informed of the long-term ramifications of each option.

LOWER MAINLAND EXECUTIVE: When we listed our committee members in our
November Notes we omitted by mistake the telephome nos. of Ed Deak and
Roger Preeman. Please note: Ed Deak 434-9645; Roger Freeman 263-9101.
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BRIEF TO ROYAL COMMISSION ON. FOREST RESOURCES: This was presented in
Kovember by Jerry Fagerlund on behalf of the Sierra Club in the Lower
Meinlend. - It eslled for en early conversion from: the’ pre&@a% type

of old»grew*h 11qu1datign.fareatleceﬁamy Whl&ﬂ%lﬂ ex%@nﬁlng p?&gress—

the: large revaﬁ
part of the pro
ment, intensive
longer postpons
empted in the:
never to be

foreas:z ,,ma.mg.

datea, Pes *b
#

3 ia cemgle%e
a ﬁyza hetwsen ths weatpart &aﬁ Tsawwasaen w&ﬁ&@ﬁ&y whick had been
stopped by Environment Casnada on the grounds:that it would destroy a
vital intertidsl salt mersh, thus adversely aff&&tlng the 1ife forms
&egandant om-i%. .The BCWF urgsd Delta Council to support the morat-
) major devalapmeﬁﬁa in the Praser estuary cslled for by the
- Sub=Committiee of the Airport Planning Committee (see our

~Hotes). 'The Sierra Club enﬁerses the position taken by the
BC ﬁi dli?"“f"deratien. e LA T e e

EEE?’;GS ON NUCLEAR DEVELOPMENT: The newly formed Canadian Coalition
for Fuclear Responsibility is holding workshop meetzngs on Thursday
evenings a% 7.30 at SPEC, 2007 W. 4th,  For further information
centact Lille d‘Easum 263m7831 or Gary Gallon 736w1822 942-5581.

Coer&mnatar, Ian Baln Oﬁ 224-6265.

BERGER ﬁE&RlﬂGS.J ?uxther te our earlier reperts 6encernzmg the Szerr&
Club's protest against the slashing of Pederal funds to citizens groups-
involived ‘in the Mackenzie Valley Pipelime Inquiry, when the recent mail
strike ended we received a letter from then-Minister for Northern
Affairs Alf Nunweiler; drawing our attention to the fact that the
Provincisl Government hseé funded the- Ganadzan Arctlc Reseurces
uammi%tae to. %he amsuﬂt ef 325 GGG¢ :

SIERR& GLBB LEC?@RES Begmamlng Febr&ary, we are devetlng the next
four ménthly public maetings t& the usges and abuses of energy. 0On-
Februsry 24 staff of the BC -Energy Commiseion will discuss questl@ns
of energy consumption and conservation as. they relate to BC. On
March 23 David Brooks, Dirsctor of Researck in the O0ffice of Energy
. Conservation in Qtiawa, will talk about the necessity of energy con-
gaervation snd the opportunities it presents. In April we plan @&
meeting on cosl strip-mining in BC, snd we hope to devotle the last
meeting in May to impiications of arctic oil and gas exploration.




