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The people who have settled in North America since around 1600
have been so busily engaged in developing and using the resources of
the continent that it is only quite recently that much consideration
has been given to the need for preservation of some of the natural
condition which once characterized this vast land, While more than
& century ago Thoreau observed that "in wildness is the preservation
of the world", basic concepts of wilderness preservation have
evolved slowly. The first step was 4o set aside parks in which an
important assoclzted concept was the provision of outdoor
recreation. The disappearance of wildlife under the pressures of
human development led eventually to the establishment of wildlife
sanctuaries of various kinds and sizes. More recently - in
recognition that ecological systems once indigenous to British
Colunbla are threatened with extinction - this Province has under—
taken to establish a system of ecological reserves, and thanks to
the untiring leadership of such farsighted individuals as
Dr. Vliadimlr Krajina this programme has made significant progress.

In spite of these important steps, there is a guite widespread
feeling that the system of parks, wildlife sanctuaries and .
ecological reserves do not complete the need for preservation of
gome of the natural condition that once was North America. As
Durward Allen (1975), one of North america's foremost wildlife
biologists, wrote recently in Wildlife Review, the magazine of
B.C.'s Department of Recreation and Conservation, "let us recognize
thaet there should be a kind of 'pure' wilderness, where we do not
tamper with anyihing".

This evening we should like to examine the rationale for the
pregervation of pure wilderness, present some basic concepts of
wilderness, and apply these concepts to the design of a suitable
management policy for the recently established Spatsizi Wilderness
Provincial Park in northern British Columbia.

Wilderness Preservation: Bagic (Concepts

The case for wilderness preservation and the kind of policy
that is required to achisve wilderness preservation objectives are
determined by what we value. Therefore, for you to undersiand
fully the case we are making for wilderness presservation, we must
define at the cutset the value premise which underlies what we are



about to say. Cur premise ils thaet 1t is worthwhile to forego the
consunptive use of some resources 20 vhatl vestz res of the rich
wilderness neritage OF +L¢e ccuntry wiil O pf&&@;?ed Tor tne
benellt of luture generations of ”3ﬁa%&w“m. To achieve vne aesired

result 1t 18 ﬁhcas:“ry tﬂd- sress set aside for this purpose retain
all the characteristics neeessary 1o convey to the visitor =z full
sense of what the wilderness was like prior to Europesn setl

This basic premise lesds us to the following criteria for
wilderness areas: :

1. The arss is safficiﬂaﬁly large to gmbrace a ﬁatur&“¢;
susteinable ecological system containing its historic
complement of large mammals.

2. The natural state of *ﬁe
congtruction of transpo
harvesting, agriculture
deveioprental ac%iviﬁi@s S

rez has not been modified by
zoion facilities, mining, timber
ari corngtruction o1 other

ince EBuropean settliement.
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No mechenical means of ftransportation in the zarvea is permitied.
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. Use of the srea for recreati
camping and hunting should b»
the aspect of wildness nor 1

on purposes, including hiking,
e strictly regulated sc nelither
he natural ecosystem is impaired,

The critical lAQOYu%uC@ of the nztursl eccsystem ag a basle
fezature of pure wilderness needs great emphssis. A fundesmental
concept underlying our thesis is that 1f wilderness areas zre in
fact to be re préssﬁﬁative of the Canasdian heritage, the natural
wildlife communities must b prﬂz&rvgu Lo0. To achleve this,
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wildlifc management must be directed to preservetion of the entire
ccosyaten and not %0 individusl specles.
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was that focus should be on main 'miag the ecosystem
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concentrating on any one species ience News, April
1975). gordon Haber, who is on our panel this evenl g, ha
expressed the point better than we can ever do {(Haber, 1874), and

I q&otez

nature /%he ecosyst tem/ is like = living
of its fany parts inferaciing in an glaborate

eostasis and self perﬁeuuatxen; Becausge there
nterdependencies, 1t is folly to try 0 manage
Gsystem ate i v just as 1t would
te the ne hes e liver of the
empt to ch iE, Each part
ce and an sags 158 greatesy
cal si g £, but as &
& Bmoo o] le. Accordingly
our first ¢ shou tor a otect the status
of entire oo mE, no ndividusal plant or animal

species,.”
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Let me emphasize, therefore, the distincet nasture of the kind of
#ilderness arsas we are advocating. Uniike our present Parks and
C.'s only designated Wilderness, the Purcell Wilderness, which are
igned to provide rscreation opporiunities, recreation use in the
erness areas of the type we zre proposing would be secondary o
servation of the nstural condlition of the sresa. In contrast to

wilderness system established in the United Stafeu wiere, excepd
or Alaska, the natural ecoclogicel systems Vave already b@en
rastically modified, we ﬁve seek?ng to capitallze on the svallab-
ility in Canada of pure wilderness by pfonouxng a system of aresas
which would preserve uatarai scological syguewg ﬁhat gtill contain
thely historic complement of large memmals,
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The point we have made sbout the f%gui&ﬁl@ﬂ of use of
wildsrness area%,merius el avorstion in view of sxperience bhoth
in the United States and Canada.

_ First, we have learned that once & wild ares is 1deniiflied as
being atiraciive 1t tends to be over-run, The great interest in
hiking, canosing znd ﬁ“mplng thaet we have eX§eflence& in recent
yesrs hes meant that meay of our parks have become crowded and in
the United States some designated wilderness aress have beconme S0
intensively used that their wililderness character has been impaired,
There is ample evidence from both Cgnadian and U,3., experience,
which we will not review here, that intensive development and use of
wild areas for recrsafion purposes can seriously disturb the
natural ecosysienm,

Tet me repeat that in our view the objecilve of wilderness
pregervation is not the provision of additional rscreztion
opportunities, “The objective is to preserve areas representative
of the Canedian wilderness heritage and the recreation resulting
therefrom is an incidentzl benefift, This meang that a cornersione
of wilderness preservation policy -~ 1f it 1s to be fully effective

light of recent experience - must be a restriction upon use {0
levels consistent with the long jerm preservatlion of the wilderness,

Second, it 1g essential {hat hunting, if allowed, must be
scientifically mansged 1o provide gsvaciuvte assurance that the
natural ecogystem is not impaired. It must bve at & low level of
intensity and highly selective with regard 1o age and sex,

Dr., Gelst, one of our foremost wildlife GlOlOﬂlesg in commenting
on the effects of hunting on ungulates {Geist, 1971a), has
obsgrved:

"Orn oan g priorl basis 1t can be predicted that prolonged and
extensive nunbing will zlter the biology of the species
sffected. Hunting will select for paedomor smlﬁmg early
maturation, high reproductiion, secretive hahlts, nervousness,
inefficient conversion of ingested food, and increaged
@fflC&b“Cy in exploitation of escape terrain or . cover, This

will result uwltimately in sdazlg relatively short-lived forms
of the speclies, with small horns or antlers. I sddition,
where severzal ungulate species co—exist, 1% 1is likely thet



signilicsnt changes in habitalt oreference by ons speclies may
lead to the loss of oither soeciss, .V

Qur review of 1it wildlife
biclogists have led us g about the
glements of an appropri Srness areas:

-~ The number of animsls by zge and sex that is allowed to be
taken should be determined scientifically asnd precisely
regulated, an 1iy 1t =h [ mimic ciozely as possible
the pattern i 0

- There shpouvld be the top of the food
chalin which duri ory have been exposed
only to low T apecies. This 1is
particularly ators, such as wolves,
tut pﬂ'.LE'Eo equ_‘s.

- Hunting saou¢a not be permitt her a lack of knowledg
or lack of regulatory staff maskss it uncerizin tiau g nealt ﬂz
wildliife p6§u¢dw10ﬁ can e mainitained 1if hunting is z=llowed.

I emphasize healthy because current knowledge ilndicates that
population size alone is not a sufficient indication of the health
of = g}eciﬂs which may suffer gerious behavioural disruption
through hunting even though 1ts numbers may bé GOMSLi@%E& viable.
Implementation of this policy will rsguire careful ongoing monitoring
of the eccsystenm and systematic regulztion of hunting in wilderness
arcas,

While, @z we sald earlier, notable steps have beéen taken to
pregerve naturel and wild environmenis, 1t is evident That no areas
in British Columbia c¢f sufficient size have been provided the
proteciion vequired to mest the criteria we propose. We bellisve
that two types ©f acition nszed to be undertaken to develop &
wilderness system for Cansda:

- Plretly is the identification and evaluation of potential areas
for such designation. Such an identification snd eveluation
should provide the basis for govermment zction to develop and
implement =a mtfag@r@@t policy for selected sreas that would
assure the preservation of thelr wilderness cheracheristics,

- Secondly and more h¥: implement—
atlon o? mana o1 us
candidoteas LOT ITC

aborete this evening ¢ procedures for
and svalustion oI pot reas for inclusion
riess syasten, Thig ig an important task, but
ney of the situation we will turn to o

agement policy for an ares t we oel!

for preservation as R

I Spatsizl Wildernes .
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The Case of the Spatai

Last November the Provincial Government established the Spatsizi
Wilderness Provincial Park agﬂ the Gladys Lake REcological Reserve

within 1%, covering a combined totsl srez of one and three~guartsy
million acres, ln announcing tﬁlg action and in w@c@g&‘ tion of the
ricaness of 1ts wildalife, then-M “b$@£ Robert Willizms referred 1o
the park =8 a wilderness-wildiif ggerve and likened it to one of
the great African game parks, W?cvuer ite full potential ss a true

wilderness area will be realized will depend on how 1% is managed.

We wish to provide yﬁu with & 1ittle more b“CkgTO&ﬁu on this ares and
suggest the kind of mansgement policies Qﬁ&lbd for in order 1o -
mzintain it a2s o true wilderness-wildlif preseyve in accord witih
the principles we have just outlined

The Nature of the Ares

The term "the SpatsiziY generzlly refers to an area of about
twenty-five hundred square miles between the Stikine and Klappan
riversg, comprising the Spatsizi Plateau and Eaglenest Rsnsge of
mountains, = The Spatsizi River which flows. through.this area means
in the Indian language "river of red goats", as the red soil from the
iron pyrites in the rocks occurring zliong ﬁhc river tinges the wool
of the mountain gomts pink.

Most people think of o platean as being high flat country, =
tavleland. The Spat3¢31 Plateau is nowhere flat and varies betwe@n
reiatively gently undulating in the norﬁh 0 deeply broken and

auncr rugged couniry, particularly where the plateau adjoins the

rue mountsins., Ihé Bzglenest Range is cefrungFdzngly more rugged.
B@cause of the altitude much of the couniry is above timberline, snd
even the river valleys, which are quite broad, sre fairly open,

What makes tﬁe Syatwmzi S¢ gpecial whbr & map of northern B,C,
indicates vast ros sg regions and several other platesux? The
principel rezson is ﬁ%e relative overalil uﬁuﬁu&ﬁa of wildlife living
in s relatively unimpaired ecosysten. Here I must emphasize the
word relialive because, while 1t is true that there is still s
relative abundance of wildlife compared with much.of the Province,
we wish to draw your sittention %o +ha urgent need for measures to
preserve the Spatsizl Yefore thig rich ecosymﬁem is dam@gei beyond
recovery by humsn disturbance, Following this presentatlion Tommy
Walker, who lived in the Spatsizi from 1948-68, who knows the
Spatsizi asg no one QLSG does and hag striven for its preservation for
twenty years, will show s short film iilustrating what 11 used 1o be
like., We understand %haf what you will see in that Film you will

5 t
not sse today, for it appears thet the populations of Stonets Ssheep
and mountain goats have been severely reduced and moose and caribou
are under incrsasing hunting pressure. But these species are still
to be found, and meny others, including the wolf whose presence as
the major Qfmma*m“ is essential te maintenance of the natural eco-
systen, If protective actlion is taken npow, the long strugglie 1o
save The Spatsizi may not have been in vealn.



Tet us now turn to the problems of wildlife management and
recrestion use that must be. confronted 1f we are to capitalize on the
opportunity which the new ecologicsl reserve and park provide to save
the Spatsizi.

Mapagement Polilcy Issues

It is only appropriate at this point to emphasize that nelther
of us is a biologlst. Tn copnmenting upon wildlife management
policies for the Spatsizi we are bringing you & laymant's interpret-
aticn of the litersture on this subject. Portunately cur panel this
evening comprises eminent blologists who will, I am sure, correct us
if we are in error. For illustrative purposes we will foous
attention upon the two most sought after trophy species, The Stone's
sheep and Osborn caribou, which, probably more than anything else,
have made the Spatsizi famous. But our concentration upon these tTwo
gpecies in no wey lmplles that = wildlife menagement policy should
focus upon them,

The Ecologicel System., On the contrary, we wish to emphasize
strongly that the sneep and the caribou are only two components of
the ecological system, snd 1f the pristine cnaracter of the Spatsizi
is to be preserved, management must be directed to the maintenance of
the ecological sysftem as a whole, rather than any of its component

parts in isclation from one another. This requires that the eco-
ilogicel system as a whole must be studied and understood. If, as

a2 veésult, it is found that the Park fails %o encompass the compiete
eccological system, it will be of critlcal importance either to alter
the Park's boundaries accordingly, or o set up special tmansgement
Cunits" adjacent to the Park to provide the necsssary ecosystem
‘protection (Hamer, 1974;.

Let us not repeat the errors of the federal government in
establishing Kluene and Nahanni Natlonal Parks in the Yukon, where
“the wildlife depend for their existence to a large extent on
unprotected areas outside the parks (Gelst, 1975%a).

The Stone's Sheep is a subspecies of thinhorn sheep found in
northeTe B0, and Tho Yukon, and its striking appearance has led 10
the description of & sheep in evening dress. Because of The horn
size sttained, the rams are much sought alter as trophies by nunters
from zll over the world, The shecp population of the Gladys Lake
drainage of the Eaglenes® Range was intensively studied by
Or. Valerius Geist in the sixties, so that the ecology and behaviour
of this population has been well documented {Geisgt, 1971b). The
Tease Leke extension of the B.C. Railway has since afforded s degree
of mccess to sheep country that 4id not exist before, because in the
ra sble to use the right-of-way

absence of railway tracks vehicles =z s

and get very close to where the sheep are. Hunting pressurs on
sheep in the vicinity of certain laikes whers sircraft can land haes
1an been considerable in recont yesrs, and 1t seems that these means
6f smecess have contributed to the decimation ¢f the sheep population
in the Eaglenest Hange. presumably in recognition of the critical



nature of the situztion and of thelr Insbility to manage the area,
the Fish and Wildlife Branch lest summer prohibited airplane access
to Glaﬂjs Leke and huniting in that area, which is now the new

scological reserve.

Accounts by Dr. Geist (1971b, 1979%%) of mountain sheep reveal
g highly social umgaia%eg wilith & conmplex social system uﬁﬂt regulates
its exploitation of its range. A Tundamental point is, asnd I quote
from his book, Mountain She ep:
"Mountain sheep are loyal to thelr home ranges: thelr movements

between seasonal home ranges are orderly and predictable".

A second point ls that knowledge o o
from generation 1to gensration umrﬁugﬁ tne dominant rams which are the
ones with the largest horns, as well as old females, because These
gnimals lead the younger ones Irom one seasonal range o another. It
IOLIOWS from this that 1f & sheep pOpu;&tLOﬂ is forced out of its

range, and especially if the dominant rams ere lost, the knowledge
Qf the heme range will be lost and the sheep population will be
adversely aﬁ*eotbd. Agsin to quote Dr. Gelst:

"I hunting Caub s sheep to vacate thelr accustomed sreas and seek
no

refuge on terrain vherc they would rmally be rarely found, then
wae can expsct aelcrerlous effscts on the shesp population aa &
whole, 1% means the loss of habitet ¢ an animal, If this is
wintering habitat, 1t means a decrease in population sizen,

Further, sccording to Dr. Gelst, trophy hunting will result in =
gelectlion for nsrvous, poorly growing, excitable snimsls,

Cne finzl point in Dr. Geist's study we found to be particulariy
disturbing. Referring to measures 1o protect sheep in the United
States and Russia, ne states that:

"On the wnole sheep have maintained thelr number and distribution
gt the level it was sghortly after protection bLegan®.

AS we understand this point, sheep do not easily recolonize habitat
once they have been driven from 1it,

We draw two mejor cenclusions from the studics of mountain
sheep behaviour

One is that a hard Llook should be made at the regulstiong which
govern the hmunting of mountain sheep,. J. K. Morgen of the Idaho Fish
and Game Department belleves that hunting regulations must be changed
80 a8 Lo be non-selective for large horns (Morgan, 1973). t o is
also evident that harassment of sheep populations through hunting
must e minimized 1f home range traditlions are to be passed on 1o
successive generations and healthy populations maintained,

The other is that the capabiliity of the sheep population to
recover in thosge parts of the Spatsizi where thaey heve been grestly
reduced 1s an open question, Referring to the Gladys Lske drainzsge,



d
reco

ssize

ne
c

1

&

=t 40
ek
£ et ol
O 3
[ [

@

N 30
w0
L
0 2
s
SO € B €3 ]

J,E.u

4 i
i} =
e R0y
38 5
T30 O
2O

o O
1 £ Gy
£ ..,ém ol

D
W

O
s
L2

20 .
g
)
]
o By
ol o] L2
G 1
43 wa
(ORI
0 A
O 000
goo
]
M =
L0
WS C

D}
whﬂm p
4+ 0
] ®
G4 L5
050 >4 .
o a0 O
G
" 0
O (s3]
. o W
(eI
Test i b
‘Msu .W.IJ
it a3 e
E o)
O
- @ e
o 1}
- 2 O
A+ Bt el
o3 20
- 13)
4 3 GO
O Ly A
[ 0
oLy o
s [
oW S
PO - Hm s
o ar O
e b
I 5o
WO G M o
£ O oot A
W
uv.u
o3
[}
4
PRSI
Sl B2 02 1y
= oo
el W @
FORE I ) g
B I

conclude
L1 wnder
nding of
al syste
mintin

opulation

@ B e G (Y

o W RO

W kO jo B

R  ]
et d O

WS oo o 0.

oot o0 H W

aribou,

{7
St

O

da

LA o

prfe)

Ly

(=

A =
CR

O
o3
<
1 A2
4

=1
ok

S

arn C

Osb

S
52 ,
A R

By Cuds B O fy P

o
o,
B

DDA @i oL s o
T MGy o O O U

A

t Lo

oy

oo
L3 L

b

65

9t

in

L5

s

LD

mar

s

foie

DEn

3

ok
LT

4R

2y

T
EAS




- O
e

rates of nawoorn calves gff;sall? 19687, 3ince no studies have beeﬂ
ma@e, no one knows 1f this sppliecs to the Osborn caribou, but the

possibility that it may lends support to the view that great care
must be oxercised If these caribou zre Lo be preserved. The point
to be made here is that sound mansgement policies cannot bte devised
cn the basis of g simple populstiocn count and an assessment of
foerage ava Llability. The behaviour and ecology of the Oshorn
caribou requires careful siudy before a zound management poLicy can

be &@“@*Q@ea

Controlling recreation uses of the Spatsizi. An important facet
of wildlife manzgement 1o LLE Qpateizy 18 the need 1o regulate S0~
called non-~consumptive recreation usss of the Park, This places a
burden upon the ra%&s Branch to develop specizl policies +o0 achieve
the objective of the government irn establishing the pars - namely, to
maintain 1t as a wilderness-wildlife preserve. It is of the wtmost
urgency that the Parks Branch recognize that the des e“onmant of the
kinds of facilities ususlly Found in a park - roads, highly developed
trails, developed campgr urdgg ledge%? ate., are incaﬁs“sﬁcn with
this objective. I should like to quote once agein from Dr. Geist

{1871a):

"Wild ungulate populations arve of greatest culdural velue in
natlonal parks 1f they reflect the varisbles operating undor
rigtine conditions, and not the effects of lznd cleared for
recreational purposes, Tertilized rosd banks, garbage dumps,
visitor disturbances, management mar 1“ulazzor$ {such as population
reductions) or the seffects of disrupted migrations becauss snow
ploughed off the rosds in winter creates impsssable barrieran.

Wurthe?more, use by a@%ge numbers of hikers and horsebzck riders
Jot only can destroy the solitude that is the sssence of a true
Wil ¢er?esgﬁ but can adversely affect fthe vegstation and the wildlifse.
Toc meny norses can lead o overgrazing and the creation of badly
ercded tralles.

Few paonlc whio encounter and startle a wild animsl which then
flees pr obably vﬂﬁllzﬁ the effect of this apparently harmless
encounter cn the it Such disturbance, however, increases the
cogt of living to L by causing It to expend additionsl
snergy, which it mugt replace by consuming more. While
isclated instances msy not matier, repeated cases in = rigorous
northern envirvonment, ere nelther the snimals nor the range can
afford the ext tcll ¢ very harmful indeed (Gelst, 1971le.

T g8 teizl ds too remote to have
mwuach usge, let roncas-type recreation is
ErowWing by les e reports we have received, the
Fowron Lakes P by over-use, And with over-
ussc pelng expe rder, more and more Americans
are looking no: Spategizi 1s spreading and with
sttention call ztus, 1t is guite likely that
demands To use Didly .




_ An important point that needs to be made 1s that regulation of
such use should be initiszsied lmmedi 1y If one waits unitil crowd-
ing ocecurs it will be difficul® to institute the necessary conirel
megsures, because a number of peoples will have e¢stablished z vested
interest in maintaining the high ¢CV5; of use. We are in no position
to prescribe how regulastion ehould De admi inistered. We know from
experience, however, that anyone canceing the Thelon River in the

Forthwest Territories needs a permit 0o pass Through the Thelon Game

R
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Sanctuary. ermlits are now reguired in some of the U.S. Parks such
g8 Mount McKiniey in Alaska, Hight not the same procedure be

utilized in the 3Jpatsizi, with the number of permits limited in
gecord with o pre-~determined carryrylng capaciiy?

Conclusion

Let us try to summarize the message we are secking o convey
this evening.

e started with = plez for steps to establish 2 system of true
wildernesgs areas in Canads before 1t is too late. He recognize that
thig ig not an easy task because the promising areas pust be identi-
fied, and the a&vaﬁb& reg and disadvantages of 1nc¢*a*“g each candidate
zres in & wilderness systen must be welghed and debated. Yet, we
fTeel we owe 11t %o our c¢hildren as well as ourselves t¢ preserve these
representative vestiges of the rich Canadian willderness heritage

In discussing the concept of Wilﬁcrness, we emphasized the
inporftance of maintaining the asturs 1f*ﬂgr1LJ of the eco¢ogloa1
SVSuem because, as Lols Crisler rama%ged "wilderness without wild-

$1¢e is mere scenery" (Crisler, 1958).

The egtablishment of the Spatsizi Park and the Gladys Lake
Ecological Reserve offers a magnificent opportunity to preserve a
true wilderness. But let us not lose sight of the fact that in
oyder for this potentizal to be realiged, it is of critical Imporiance
that sound management policles be zdopted. Qur conclusions with
regard to the steps called for at this time are based on the
following:

- The fact that the Stone's sheep population has been severely
d that ig som dcubi about the czpabllity of the
- thie size of vhe Osborn ar1%0u herd
and that no COJ@T@EP&S&WC udy of the
iz sub-sgpsclies of caribou has sver
o s that not encugh is known sbout the
fe. Discussing the menagement of
L971a) comments: "We must also have
ting on the blclogy of ungulates in
Only then can we set the rules of

o




~ The reccgnition by biologisis
%0 an ares may have a2 major effect on the wildlife,

tnat a large number of visitors

Proceading from these considerations we arrive at the following

conclusions with regard to the Spatsizi:

i

A meratorium should be placed on hunting in the Park until a
bioclogically scund basis of knowledge 1s developed so that
wildlife can bte mansged sirictly in accord with the objective
oft maintaining the Park gs a wilderness-~wildlife preserve.

Major ecological studies must be launched to provide a basis

for long-term management of the Park as a wilderness-wildlife
prieserve. Thegse should include the studies reguired 3o define
the approximate boundaries of the ecological systems encompassed
by the Park, a long-range study of predator-prey interactions in
these systems, en in-depih behavicurzl study of the Oshommn
carivou, and a long-range study ¢f the Stone's sheep in the
Gladys ILake Fcologicsal Reserve in order to provide a thorough
assessment of the effects of hunting on this specles.

No additional fscilities such as roads, trails, campgrounds,
lodges, etc., shcoculd be developed in the Park and the use of
mechanized eguipment should be prcohibited, so that its wilderness
character is maintained and the natural wildlife habitat is dig-
turbed as 1ittie as possible.

All vecreztion uses should be strictliy limited, possibly
through institution of a permit system.

We sincerely believe that if less than this is dome we will run

the risk of letting this magnificent opportunity slip from our
grasyp. If forthright action is taken To zchieve the very laudable
objectives of our government in establishing the Gladys Lake
Fcological Reserve and the Spatsizi Wilderness Provincisal Park,

the Canadian people will have forever a plece of what Mackenzie,
Fraser and Samuel Black and others found when they came here - a
priceless wilderness in which the sheep, the caribou, the wolf and
the grizzly lived in s natural relationship to one another and %o
other elements of the environment. Car we aiford to miss such an
opportunity o preserve this heritage?
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