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Inshore rockfish identification 
 

Yelloweye rockfish (Sebastes ruberrimus) are pink to orangey red in colour with 
bright yellow eyes.  Juvenile fish are a darker red with two white stripes along the 
sides.  These stripes fade as the fish grows and large fish may have one or no 
white stripe along the lateral line.  There are two prominent ridges on the top of 
the head.  Fins may be fringed in black.  Found in steep rocky reef and boulder 
habitats from 50 m to 550 m in depth but most common in 150 m (82 fa) depths.  
Maximum length up to 91 cm (36 in). 
 
Quillback rockfish (Sebastes maliger) are dark brownish black, mottled with 
orangey yellow.  The lower anterior portion of the body is speckled brown.  Dorsal 
fin spines are very high and moderately notched.  The body is deep.  Found in 
rocky habitats from the subtidal to 275 m in depth but most common between  
50 m and 100 m (55 fa) in depth.  Maximum length up to 61 cm (24 in). 
 
 
Copper rockfish (Sebastes caurinus) are brown to copper in colour with pink or 
yellow blotches.  A white stripe runs along the lateral line on the anterior two 
thirds of the body.  Two dark, sometimes yellow, bars radiate from the eye.  
Found in kelp beds and rock to gravel habitats from the subtidal to 180 m in 
depth but most common in water less than 40 m (22 fa).  Maximum length up to 
66 cm (26 in).   
 
 
China rockfish (Sebastes nebulosus) are black, speckled with yellow and white.  
A yellow stripe runs from the dorsal fin down and back along the lateral line.  
Found in rocky reef habitats from 5 m to 130 m but most common in 55 m depths 
(30 fa).  Maximum length up to 45 cm (18 in). 
 
 
Tiger rockfish (Sebastes nigrocinctus) are pale pink to red with five dark red or 
black vertical bands, sometimes brown with black vertical bands.  Two dark bars 
radiate from the eye.  Found among the rocks at 55 m to 375 m in depth but most 
common in 74 m (40 fa) depths.  Maximum length up to 61 cm (24 in).   
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Rockfish Conservation Strategy  
 
Help Protect B.C.’s Rockfish 
 
There are 37 species of rockfish that are caught in fisheries off the coast of British Columbia.  Inshore rockfish 
species (which include yelloweye, quillback, copper, china, and tiger) are usually caught with hook and line 
gear in rocky reef habitats.  Monitoring and research programs in B.C. indicate that inshore rockfish, especially 
within the inland waters of Vancouver Island, are at low levels of abundance. 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) needs your help to protect and conserve inshore rockfish.  Since 2002, 
catch restrictions, fishery monitoring, stock assessment programs, and Rockfish Conservation Areas (RCAs) 
have been established throughout the B.C. coast.  DFO’s rockfish conservation strategy is designed to  
alleviate further rockfish population declines.  Within RCAs, inshore rockfish are protected from all mortality 
associated with recreational and commercial fisheries.   

Within RCAs, the ONLY permitted fishing activities are: 

Recreational fishing 

 
 invertebrates by hand picking or dive 
 crab by trap  
 shrimp/prawn by trap  
 smelt by gillnet  

 

Commercial fishing 

 
 invertebrates by hand picking or dive  
 crab by trap  
 prawn by trap  
 scallops by trawl  
 salmon by seine or gillnet  
 herring by gillnet, seine and spawn-on-kelp  
 sardine by gillnet, seine, and trap  
 smelt by gillnet  
 euphausiid (krill) by mid-water trawl  
 opal squid by seine  
 groundfish by mid-water trawl  

 
 
Maps and descriptions of all 164 RCAs in B.C. are included in this booklet and are also available on DFO’s 
website at www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/recfish.  RCAs were established through an extensive public consultation 
process.  Prior to fishing, fisheries resource users are encouraged to review the location of these RCAs and 
the permitted activities within RCAs.  
 
Unlike salmon, rockfish do not survive well after catch and release.  Because of this, there is no size limit for 
rockfish.  Keep what you catch and move to another area if you have reached your rockfish limit. 
 
Interesting facts about rockfish 
 

 Many species of rockfish live to be over 100 years of age.  In B.C., yelloweye and quillback rockfish 
have been aged to 118 and 95 years old, respectively.   

 Rockfish give birth to live young, after a one to two month gestation period. 
 Inshore rockfish are readily caught using baited hooks and artificial lures.  This means that they are very 

susceptible to over-fishing since the majority of fish hooked and released do not survive. 
 There are 102 species of rockfish worldwide; about 38 of these live in B.C.’s waters. 
 Inshore rockfish live on rocky reefs and do not swim far from their home reef.  
 Red snapper and rockcod are common names used to when selling many species of rockfish, including 

yelloweye and quillback. 
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How to use this booklet to find RCAs 
 
Do you know the Area and Name of the RCA? 
 

Yes: use the Table of Contents on page iv.  RCAs are listed by Area, then alphabetically by 
name.  There is also an index on page 173 of all RCAs, listed alphabetically by name. 

 
OR 
 
No: 1.   use the map below to locate the geographic region or Area 

2. turn to the indicated page for the Area 
3. find the RCA on the overview map 
4. turn to the indicated page for the RCA 

 
This booklet contains maps and descriptions of all 164 RCAs on the B.C. coast.  RCAs are organized by 
geographic region and Area, as shown in the map below.  The booklet is laid out numerically by Area.  The 
RCAs within each Area are then presented geographically from North to South.  An overview page shows the 
RCAs within a region or an Area with a page number for each RCA.   
 
The Table of Contents on the following page is organized by Area.  Within each Area, the RCAs are listed 
alphabetically. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Areas 3 to 5, 
103 to 105 
Page 5 

Areas 1 to 2, 
101 to 102 
Page 1 

Areas 6 to 10, 
106 to 110 
Page 14 

Areas 12 to 
20, 28, 29 
Page 39 

Areas 11, 21 to 27, 
111, 121 to 127 
Page 23 
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75 Wellborne 83 Kanish Bay 

76 Forward Harbour 84 Octopus Islands to Hoskyn 
Channel 

77 Loughborough Inlet 85 Read – Cortes Islands 
78 Bute Inlet North 86 Deepwater Bay         
79 Chancellor Channel West 87 Menzies Bay 
80 Chancellor Channel East 87 Maud Island 

81 Walkem Islands to Hemming 
Bay 88 Heriot Bay 

82 Thurston Bay   

     A
rea 13 
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 Wellborne          Chart 3544                                                                                             
 
 
  Subarea 13-36. 
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 Forward Harbour          Chart 3544                                                     

   

   Subarea 13-38. 
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 Loughborough Inlet          Chart 3543                                    

  Subarea 13-43. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     A
rea 13 



 

78

 Bute Inlet North          Chart 3542   

  Those waters of Subarea 13-22 that lie northerly of a line: 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

from 50°50.200’N 124°54.770’W  Littleton Point   
to 50°49.900’N 124°51.629’W  shoreline   

     A
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 Chancellor Channel West          Chart 3543 & 3544 

  Those waters of Subareas 13-39 to 13-41 that lie inside a line that: 
 

begins at 50°26.293’N 125°44.611’W  shoreline   
then to 50°26.461’N 125°44.200’W  shoreline   
then easterly following 
the shoreline to 50°26.400’N 125°37.956’W  shoreline   

then to 50°25.652’N 125°37.500’W  shoreline   
then westerly following 
the shoreline of West 
Thurlow Island to 

50°24.806’N 125°43.571’W  West Thurlow    
 Island   

then to 50°25.400’N 125°44.387’W  Hardwicke Island   
 

then northerly following the shoreline of Hardwicke Island to the beginning point. 
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 Chancellor Channel East          Chart 3543                                     

  Those waters of Subarea 13-41 that lie easterly of a line: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

from 50°26.961’N 125°35.592’W  Grismond Point   
to 50°26.300’N 125°35.449’W  shoreline   
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 Walkem Islands to Hemming Bay          Chart 3543                           

  Those waters of Subareas 13-26 to 13-28 that lie inside a line that: 
 

  

 

 

                                                          
then westerly following the shoreline to the beginning point. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

begins at 50°22.534’N 125°32.929’W  Edith Point   
then to 50°21.457’N 125°31.511’W  Walkem Islands Light   
then to 50°20.707’N 125°27.930’W  Turn Islands Light   
then to 50°20.600’N 125°27.500’W  in water   
then to 50°20.600’N 125°27.100’W  in water   
then to 50°21.900’N 125°22.500’W  in water   
then to 50°23.300’N 125°21.100’W  in water   
then to 50°23.506’N 125°21.349’W  Jackson Point   

     A
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 Thurston Bay          Chart 3543                           

  In Subarea 13-26, the waters of Thurston Bay and Cameleon Harbour                                                                                                 
that lie westerly of a line: 

from 50°22.524’N 125°19.872’W  Davis Point   
to 50°20.988’N 125°21.000’W  Sonora Island   
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 Kanish Bay         Chart 3539                                  

  Those waters of Kanish Bay in Subarea 13-11 that lie easterly of the meridian                                                                                      
passing through 125°21.750’ west longitude. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     A
rea 13 



 

84

 Octopus Islands to Hoskyn Channel          Chart 3539     

  Those waters of Subareas 13-12, 13-13 and 13-18 that lie southerly of a line: 
 

from 50°17.583’N 125°13.488’W  Hole in the Wall   
to 50°17.750’N 125°12.655’W  shoreline   
then following the 
southerly shoreline of 
Maurelle Island to 

50°16.587’N 125°05.343’W  north of Etta 
 Point   

  
  and northerly of a line: 
 

    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

from 50°08.604’N 125°09.144’W  south of Dunsterville Point   
to 50°09.904’N 125°09.659’W  Quadra Island   
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 Read – Cortes Islands          Chart 3538     

  The waters of Subarea 13-16 that lie northeasterly of a line: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

from 50°08.917’N 125°06.116’W  north of Twin Bay   
to 50°07.800’W 125°03.268’W  south of Coulter Bay   
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 Deepwater Bay          Chart 3539       

  Those waters of Deepwater Bay in Subarea 13-7 that lie southerly of a line: 

from 50°10.861’N 125°20.885’W  near Separation Head   
to 50°11.434’N 125°20.268’W  shoreline   
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 Menzies Bay          Chart 3539       

  Those waters of Subarea 13-3 that lie inside of a line that: 
begins at 50°07.715’N 125°21.662’W Wilfred Point 
then to 50°06.953’N 125°21.003’W west of Race Point 
then westerly following 
the shoreline to 50°06.826’N 125°22.000’W Huntingford Point 

then to 50°06.982’N 125°22.663’W Bloedel Wharf 
then westerly following 
the shoreline to 50°07.674’N 125°23.400’W shoreline 

then to 50°08.188’N 125°22.874’W shoreline 
  then easterly following the shoreline to the beginning point. 
 
 Maud Island          Chart 3539       
  
  Those waters of Subarea 13-3 that lie northerly of a line: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

from 50°07.733’N 125°20.328’W  near Maud Island Light   
to 50°06.867’N 125°17.833’W  Quadra Island   

    A
rea 13 
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 Heriot Bay          Chart 3539     
                          
  Those waters of Subareas 13-14 and 13-15 that lie inside a line that: 
 

 

  
  then true north to the beginning point. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

begins at 50°06.500’N 125°09.700’W   in water   
then true east to 50°06.500’N 125°06.800’W   in water   
then true south to 50°05.700’N 125°06.800’W   in water   
then true west to 50°05.700’N 125°09.700’W   in water   
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rea 13 
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