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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

In mid-March I t r a v e l l e d to Ottawa and Toronto for the 
F r i e n d s . Western Canada Wilderness Committee paid for Wayne 
McCrory, our Khutzeymateen w i l d l i f e research consu l t an t and 
Herb Hammond, our Khutzeymateen f o r e s t r y consu l t an t to 
t r a v e l to Ottawa as w e l l . As a team we were able to present 
the case for p r e s e r v a t i o n of the Khutzeymateen from the 
w i l d l i f e and f o r e s t r y po in t of v i ew. 

There i s a grea t dea l o£ concern i n Ottawa rega rd ing the 
lack of s u s t a i n a b l e use of our f o r e s t s i n B . C . and a l s o 
a p p r e c i a t i o n of the r o l e that o l d growth f o r e s t s p lay as 
s i g n i f i c a n t and i r r e p l a c e a b l e h a b i t a t for some w i l d l i f e 
s p e c i e s . 

We met w i t h the o r g a n i z a t i o n s tha t had sponsored research 
work in the Khutzeymateen, W i l d l i f e Hab i t a t Canada and the 
Canadian W i l d l i f e Fede ra t ion i n Ottawa and World W i l d l i f e 
Fund, Canada L i f e , Eden Conserva t ion Trus t and the McLean 
Foundat ion i n Toronto . We brought them up to date on the 
w i l d l i f e and f o r e s t r y research work completed i n the 
Khutzeymateen. A summary repor t of p r e l i m i n a r y f i n d i n g s on 
"The Economic and E c o l o g i c a l F e a s i b i l i t y of Fores t 
Management i n the Khutzeymateen Watershed" prepared by S i l v a 
Ecosystem Consu l tan t s L t d . was d i s t r i b u t e d . Wayne McCrory ' s 
completed w i l d l i f e r epor t i s now on i t s way to our 
sponsor ing groups. A l l the o r g a n i z a t i o n s are ve ry 
suppor t i ve of the research and e d u c a t i o n a l work we have been 
d o i n g . We hope for cont inued f i nanc ia1 support "for t h i s 
y e a r ' s f i n a l f o r e s t r y research t r i p i n May and for our 
c o n t i n u i n g work i n educa t i on . World W i l d l i f e Fund have 
committed $15,000 towards t h i s y e a r ' s r e s e a r c h . 

In February whi le I was i n Costa R i c a at the IUCN conference 
( I n t e r n a t i o n a l Union for the Conserva t ion of Nature and 
N a t u r a l Resources) I had the good for tune to meet P r i n c e 
P h i l i p , Head of World W i l d l i f e Fund I n t e r n a t i o n a l . T 
presented him wi th a Khutzeymateen g r i z z l y bear poster and 
thanked him for h i s support for the p r e s e r v a t i o n of the 
Khutzeymateen i n h i s speech l a s t Fa11 i n Vancouver and how 
h i s words had helped e l eva te the Khutzeymateen to an issue 
of i n t e r n a t i o n a l importance. He r e p l i e d "We 11 have you 
saved i t ye t ? " and I s a i d "Not y e t , but we w i l l " . And I 
be 1ieve that we can save t h i s unique v a l l e y w i t h the 
cant inued support of our membership, our sponsor groups, 
concerned people across Canada, the Uni ted S ta tes and the 
worId . 

V i c k y Husband 



ENVIRONMENT WEEK 

The Fr iends have been promised a $1775.00 grant from 
Environment Canada for our proposed p'r e jec t for Environment-
Week May 30-June 5. We w i l l be s u p p l y i n g one copy of our 12 
minute video "Canada's Van i sh ing G r i z z l y " to every school 
d i s t r i c t i n the province complete w i t h an in fo rmat ion 
package. We w i l l make every e f f o r t to see that the video i s 
screened i n at l e a s t one school i n each d i s t r i c t dur ing that 
week. I f there are F r i ends out there who would l i k e to take 
on a p ro j ec t l i k e t h i s i n your d i s t r i c t we would be happy to 
r e l ease the copy through you to your d i s t r i c t for 
d i s t r i b u t i o n . I t cou ld be a s p e c i a l p ro j ec t for you or for 
c h i l d r e n or teachers you know dur ing Environment Week. 
Please l e t us know i f you 'd l i k e to h e l p . Everyone who has 
seen the v ideo has r e a l l y enjoyed i t . 

I a t tended the IUCN conference for 10 days i n San Jose at 
the -beginning of February . I was able to g ive two s l i d e 
shows on B . C . dur ing that time and s e v e r a l i n t e r v i e w s . I t 
was wonderful to meet so many l ike -minded-peop le and to 
exchange i deas . The conference was more p o l i t i c a l than I 
had imagined and thus more c h a l l e n g i n g and there was a 
notable s p l i t between NGO's and government r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . 
Over 90 na t ions attended and over 900 people . 

A f t e r the conference I had the oppor tun i ty to v i s i t some of 
the f a n t a s t i c parks and areas tha t Costa R i c a has had the 
f o r e s i g h t to set a s i d e . (Over 10% of t h e i r land base 
compared to over 5% i n B . C . ) 

We v i s i t e d Monte Verde Cloud Fores t a p r i v a t e park, a t r u l y 
m y s t i c a l wor ld f u l l of tower ing t rees laden wi'th epiphytes 
and bromeliads and h i d i n g a l l k inds of b i r d s , we could hear 
t h e i r songs but not of ten see them. We d i d see the rare 
resp lendant q u e t s a l , an I n c r e d i b l e b i r d wi th a long 
i r idescent b lue - green t a i l and var i ous monkeys and o rch ids 
and so much more. 

We a l s o went to Santa Rosa i n Guanacaste province i n the 
northwest area of Costa R i c a . I t was very hot but as many 
of the t r ees had shed t h e i r leaves as i t was the d ry season 
i t was much eas i e r to see the p a r r o t s , monkeys, coa t imundis , 
p e c c a r i e s , guans, e t c . as w e l l as the amazing la rge t r e e s . 
On the beach we saw f resh t u r t l e t r acks from the n igh t 
before . 

We v i s i t e d the c o a s t a l r a i n fo res t parks of Manuel Antonio 
and Corcovado on the P a c i f i c as w e l l as Tortuguero on the 
A t l a n t i c s ide where we saw toucans and s l o t h s and had great 
jung le boat adventures . 

F i n a l l y we spent 5 days see ing f r i ends wi th the Smithsonian 
i n Panama, l u c k i l y j u s t before the t r o u b l e erupted the re . 
We, of course, v i s i t e d the Canal and a l s o Barro Colorado 
I s l a n d , where much of the research done by the Smithsonian 
takes p l a c e . We a l s o flew to the San Bias I s l a n d s , home of 
the Cuna I n d i a n s . 

I don't think I have ever been on a t r i p where we have seen 
so much wildl i fe and such different v e g e t a t i o n . Costa R i c a i s a 
very peaceful country with very f r i e n d l y people and no s t and ing 
army. I wi l l be giving a slide show on my t r i p on May 3 at 
Camosun (see details later in issue). 

COSTA RICA 

- V i c k y Husband 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - March 12 

This was the best annual genera l meeting in the h i s t o r y of 
the F r i e n d s . The day was sunny and .our lunch spread on a mossy 
k n o l l h a l f way up Mount Work was d e l i g h t f u l . 

Afterwards we got down to business and there were enough 
people for a quorum. The execu t ive were e l e c t e d by acc lamat ion 
and W i l f Medd, membership s e c r e t a r y , repor ted that out of 224 
pa id members i n 1987 112 had renewed wi th 47 new members to 
date . 

B r i a n P i n c h , the t r e a s u r e r , repor ted that i n 1987 we r a i s e d 
$62,000 and spent $62,000 so f u n d - r a i s i n g e f f o r t s must be 
renewed. 

The p r i o r i t i e s for 1988 i n c l u d e : 
1. The Khutzeymateen - complete f i e l d work and research 
2. Educa t ion - us ing the resources of the Canada L i f e 

Insurance a f f i l i a t i o n in Operat ion L i f e l i n e i n the schoo ls as 
w e l l as the recent f ede ra l government grant to d u p l i c a t e the 
Khutzeymateen video for a l l school d i s t r i c t s i n B . C . 

3. Membership and vo lun tee rs 
4. F i e l d t r i p s 
5. F u n d - r a i s i n g 

Under new business a member of the Concerned C i t i z e n s of 
S a l t s p r i n g I s l and t a lked about a proposed road i n a sma l l p o r t i o n 
of the Mount Tuam E c o l o g i c a l Reserve. A r e s o l u t i o n was passed: 
Be i t r e so lved that the F r i ends of E c o l o g i c a l Reserves support  
the Concerned C i t i z e n s of S a l t s p r i n g I s l and i n t h e i r defense of  
the E c o l o g i c a l Reserves Act and Regu la t ions at the Mount Tuam 
E.R.#16. 

Many thanks to Hank S t i r l a n d , A i l e e n Harman, Shara l H a l l and 
Jean McKin l ey who attended the meeting and to V i c k y for p l a y i n g 
hos t . i 

Saturday, A p r i l 23: MOUNT TZUHALEM 
A hike i s planned to Mt. Tzuhalem E c o l o g i c a l Reserve near 

Duncan to see w i l d f l o w e r s , Garry oak groves , and the new fence 
p r o t e c t i n g the r e s e r v e . (The fence i s of p a r t i c u l a r note as i t 
was p a r t i a l l y funded by Fr iends of E c o l o g i c a l Rese rves ) . This 
t r i p w i l l be l ed by A i l e e n Harman, Trudy Chatwin, and Jean 
S toner . Mt. Tzuhalem i s the f i n e s t example of Garry oak 
woodlands and a s s o c i a t e d w i l d f l o w e r s i n B . C . The camas and 
sea -b lush should be b e a u t i f u l . Meet at 10 am at Somenos Nature 
and In fo rmat ion , j u s t nor th of Duncan on the I s l and Highway. 
Contact Jean Stoner - 656-9240. 

Saturday, A p r i l 30 & Sunday, May 1: LASQUETI ISLAND 
A weekend t r i p to Lasque t i I s l and E c o l o g i c a l Reserve . This 

t r i p should be e x c i t i n g and reward ing . We w i l l take the 9:45 am 
f e r r y from French Creek to Lasque t i I s l and on Saturday. Mike 
Humphries and other Lasque t i r e s i d e n t s w i l l p ick us up s ince the 
f e r r y does not take c a r s . We w i l l h ike to Lasque t i Reserve and 
v i s i t the newly c rea ted Squiddy Bay Park . We p lan to camp 
overn igh t near the reserve and then r e t u r n to Vancouver I s l and on 
the 4:00 pm f e r r y . 

Lasque t i I s l and was set as ide i n 1971 to p ro t ec t rare p l an t s 
and record s i z e d Rocky-mountain j u n i p e r . I t i s one of the d r i e s t 
h a b i t a t s w i t h i n the Coas t a l D o u g l a s - F i r B i o g e o c l i m a t i c Zone. 
Unfo r tuna t e ly i t has been badly overgrazed by f e r a l goa t s . In 
1977 and 1987 fences were cons t ruc ted to keep goats ou t . We hope 
to see recovery of the p l an t s and be able to compare vege t a t i on 
i n and out of the r e s e r v e . P lease contac t Jean Stoner at 
6 56-9 420 for fur ther informat i o n . 

cont 



Sunday, May 29; MOUNT TUAM 
Celebra te the f i r s t day of Environment Week at the Mt. Tuam 

E c o l o g i c a l Reserve on S a l t s p r i n g I s l a n d . This i s a reserve of 
f i ne second growth Douglas F i r wi th l o v e l y stands of arbutus and 
a f ine view of the S a t e l l i t e Channel E c o l o g i c a l Reserve. 

Meet on the 10:15 f e r r y from Swartz Bay or j o i n members of 
the Concerned C i t i z e n s for S a l t s p r i n g at F u l f o r d Harbor upon the 
F e r r y ' s a r r i v a l . For more i n forma t i on c a l l t r i p leader Jeannie 
Stoner , 656-9420. 

FIELD TRIP NEWS: Jeannie Stoner has agreed to be our new f i e l d 
t r i p chairman. She i s a great outdoors person wi th experience as 
a Parks Canada Warden wi th spec i a I t ies i n botany and geography. 

We hope to sponsor a t r i p to Bootanie Va1 ley near Ly t ton 
dur ing the summer and to Robson Bight in September. Phone the 
Fr i ends ' o f f ice for deta i I s (386-86 44 } . 

NQTICEBOARD 

Trudy Chatwin i s gu id ing the f o l l o w i n g f i e l d t r i p s to E c o l o g i c a l 
Reserves and c o a s t a l na tu ra l areas sponsored by the U n i v e r s i t y of 
A l b e r t a Ex tens ion Educat ion Program: 

May 1 to May 6, 1988 - Spr ing f lowers and marine l i f e of Gul f 
I s l a n d s . G a b r i o l a to Gal iano Is lands by kayak, wi th one n ight at 
Ye l low Po in t Lodge. 

September 8 to September 12, 1988 - K i l l e r whale watching and 
v i s i 11 ng K wak i u11 v i 1 i ages o £ £ rtoz t he i n Ydncou ve r 15 lai'i6.. 

Trudy w i l l guide a f i e l d t r i p to Rose S p i t and Yakan Po in t 
E c o l o g i c a l Reserves on the Queen C h a r l o t t e I s lands i n the week 
f o l l o w i n g Angust 8 i f there i s enough i n t e r e s t . For more 
in fo rma t ion on any of these t r i p s c a l l Tr udy at 592-3559 or wr i te 
to her at 2584 Thompson Road, v i c t o r i a V8L 3L3. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Thorn Henley w i l l present a s l i d e show e n t i t l e d "Trekking the 
Emerald F o r e s t s " on Tuesday, A p r i l 26 at 7:30 at the Newcombe 
A u d i t o r i u m . The l e c t u r e which i s sponsored by the S i e r r a Club 
w i l l focus on the t r o p i c a l r a i n f o r e s t s and indigenous people of 
Sumatra, Ma lays i a and Tha i land which Thorn explored on h i s recent 
t r i p . There w i l l be an admission fee of $3. 

Costa R i c a s l i d e show by V i c k y Husband: Tuesday, May 3 at 7:30 , 
Camosun Co l l ege (park i n the f i r s t l o t on the l e f t o f f Foul Bay 
Road past Lansdowne). Admission i s f r ee . 



NEWS from the ECOLOGICAL RESERVES OFFICE 

An upland p o r t i o n of 412 hectares has been added to the 
a l r e ady e x i s t i n g 1,248 hectares of water in the Robson Bight E .R . 
#111. This b r ings the t o t a l area of the reserve to ] , 6 60 
hec ta res . The new upland p o r t i o n w i l l p ro tec t the whales from 
p o s s i b l e i n d u s t r i a l development i n t h e i r fo res t sur roundings . I t 
inc ludes the T s i t i k a River Es tuary which i s a s t ag ing ground for 
salmon and i s used by many animals i n c l u d i n g the Roosevel t E l k . 

1, 320 feet of fenc ing have been completed on the Mount 
Tzuhalem Reserve #112, Thanks go to the Fr iends who donated 
$3000 toward t h i s p r o j e c t . 

The Guide to the E c o l o g i c a l Reserves i n B . C . has been 
completed. Only a l i m i t e d number were publ i shed but i t w i l l be 
a v a i l a b l e at u n i v e r s i t y and p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s . The F r i e n d s ' 
o f f i c e w i l l a l s o have a copy a v a i l a b l e to any member who wants to 
see i t , 

John Pinder-Moss i s p repar ing for three r e g i o n a l wardens' 
meetings ins tead of the usual annual general meeting. The f i r s t 
w i l l be he ld i n Nanaimo from Apr i l 8-10, a second at Kamioops 
A p r i l 29-May 1, and the t h i r d i n P r i n c e George May 13-15. The 
meetings w i l l inc lude repor t s from the wardens, a panel 
d i s c u s s i o n on promoting E c o l o g i c a l Reserves for educa t iona l uses, 
s c i e n t i f i c r e sea rch , and for genera l i n t e r e s t , and a t a l k by Mr. 
Ted F o s t e r , an ex-RCMP o f f i c e r and c u r r e n t l y r ep resen t ing Park 
Headquarters , on sa fe ty and enforcement of r e g u l a t i o n s i n the 
r e s e r v e s . 

At l e a s t e igh t research permits have been issued for work i n 
the E c o l o g i c a l Reserves. These inc lude one for a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
research In the UBC Endowment Lands, one for whale obse rva t ion in 
the Oak Bav Is lands and Race Rocks,and one for a water fowl 
survey in N a r c o s l i Lake #53. Under t h i s program Hiromi Minakuchi 
w i l l f i l m whales i n Robson Bight and Jane Watson w i l l s tudy sea 
o t t e r popu la t ion and ea t ing hab i t s i n Checlesa t Bay #109. 

Brackman I s l and off the Swartz Bay f e r r y s l i p has been 
bought by the Nature Conservancy and w i l l be turned over to the 
Nature Trust who w i l l lease i t to the E c o l o g i c a l Reserves 
program. This sma l l i s l a n d i s unique i n that i t has never been 
grazed by sheep so i t s vege ta t ion and s p r i n g f l o r a are t r u l y 
i n t a c t . 

Future plans inc lude f i n i s h i n g the fence at Westwick Lake 
Reserve #35. Research permits w i l l probably be issued for work 
on the marmots at Haley Lake #117 and s t i c k l e b a c k f i s h at D r i z z l e 
Lake #52 on the Queen C h a r l o t t e I s l a n d s . 

-John Pinder-Moss 

FIELD TRIP REPORT 

Race Rocks: On March 13th the Fr i ends pa id t h e i r annual v i s i t to 
Race Rocks E c o l o g i c a l Reserve and L igh thouse , loca ted southwest 
of V i c t o r i a . Gary F l e t c h e r , the Marine Sciences teacher from 
Les te r Pearson Co l l ege of the P a c i f i c , an A u s t r a l i a n student 
named P e t e r , and three d i v e r s accompanied the group of 19 Fr iends 
to Race Rocks i n the Pearson Co l l ege boat "Uba-Tuba". 

The day was calm wi th p a r t i a l c loud and patches of s u n l i g h t 
s t reaming over the sea . B i r d l i f e was abundant. On the way over 
we spot ted two Rhinoceros a u k l e t s , feeding f l o c k s of g u l l s and 
cormorants , pigeon g u i l l e m o t s , Hooded mergansers and an immature 
Bald eagle perched on West Race Rock, 

Gary t o l d us about a f i l m maker who had r e c e n t l y l o s t her 
boat and n e a r l y her l i f e whi le t r y i n g to f i l m sea l i o n s 
underwater at West Race Rock. Gary a l s o noted tha t sea l i o n s 
were not as numerous that day compared to the usual win ter 
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hoards. Most of the sea l i o n s present were hauled up on a rock 
near Great Race Rock. Both the l i g h t e r co loured and l a rge r 
Northern sea l i o n and the darker co loured ha rk ing C a l i f o r n i a sea 
l i o n were present and gave the young k ids a t h r i l l . 

We were taken on a tour of the Race Rocks L i g h t S t a t i o n and 
L igh thouse . I t i s the o ldes t l i gh thouse on the west coast d a t i n g 
from the 1860's but i t i s kept i n immaculate order by Char les and 
Joan Redhead. Although one might th ink of l igh thouse duty as 
l o n e l y and monotonous, at Race Rocks t h i s i s far from the case . 
Scuba d i v e r s , Pearson Co l l ege s tuden ts , f ishermen, sea l i o n s , 
s e a - b i r d s , and even k i l l e r whales frequent Race Rocks. While we 
were there a P e p s i - C o l a stagecrew was t r y i n g to set up a l a se r 
p l a t fo rm for a commercial wh i ch may s ta r Mi chae1 Jackson . 

While the F r i ends were e x p l o r i n g Great Race Rocks, student 
d i v e r s were b r i n g i n g up underwater c rea tu res i n c l u d i n g sea s t a r s , 
sea u r c h i n s , whelks , a Gum Boot c h i t o n , sea anemones, abalone, 
and hydrocora l s for everyone to f e e l , see, and even s m e l l . 

During lunch we witnessed the t i d a l change and the waters 
"raced" i n s tand ing waves and w h i r l p o o l s towards Cape F l a t t e r y . 
Oyster c a t c h e r s , Har lequ in ducks, Glaucous winged g u l l s , 
White-winged s c o t e r s , and cormorants provided a d d i t i o n a l 
i n t e r e s t . 

On the r e tu rn t r i p we got a c l o se look at over 20 Brand t ' s 
cormorants i n t h e i r n u p t i a l plumage. B e a u t i f u l p lumel ike 
fea thers adorn t h e i r i r i d e s c e n t long necks . Students drove the 
"Uba-Tuba" past a large group of Harbour sea l s hauled out on 
smal le r r o c k s . While we watched a u k l e t s , Great blue herons, 
buf f l eheads , g u l l s and cormorants feeding offshore of Rocky Po in t 
M i l i t a r y Reserve . Gary r e l a t e d a p lan by the Canadian Armed 
Forces to conduct "showcase l o g g i n g " i n t h i s r e se rve . Rocky 
P o i n t Reserve i s one of the best and c e r t a i n l y the most ex tens ive 
example of the Garry Oak/Douglas f i r / A r b u t u s Ecosystem type 
w i t h i n the Coas t a l Douglas F i r B i o g e o c l i m a t i c Zone. Rocky P o i n t 
was proposed to become an E c o l o g i c a l Reserve at the onset of the 
E c o l o g i c a l Reserve Program, but was turned down due to i t s 
m i l i t a r y s t a t u s . Up u n t i l t h i s time the charac ter of the area has 
not been s i g n i f i c a n t l y threa tened . We f e e l i t i s too bad that 
Rocky P o i n t w i l l be logged, e s p e c i a l l y c o n s i d e r i n g tha t no 
revenue i s expected from the l o g g i n g . I f you f e e l s t r o n g l y about 
t h i s p l an please wr i t e immediately t o : 

Admira l 
Canadian Forces Bases 
Esqu ima l t , B . C . 

c c : The Honorable P e r r i n B e a t t i e 
M i n i s t e r of Defense 
Ottawa, Onta r io 

Af te r r e t u r n i n g to Pearson Co l l ege we toured the marine sc iences 
l a b o r a t o r y s a l twa te r aquar ia and v iewing t r a y s f i l l e d wi th 
I n t e r e s t i n g and unique underwater an ima l s . Many thanks to Gary 
F l e t c h e r and the Pearson students for a t r u l y wonderful t r i p . 

-Trudy Chatwin 



SPECIAL EVENTS REPORT 

On March 25 i n V i c t o r i a and March 26 i n Vancouver the F r i ends 
presented Dr. John Schoen, noted w i l d l i f e research b i o l o g i s t wi th 
the Alaska Department of F i s h and Game. He gave an i n s p i r i n g and 
in fo rmat ive l e c t u r e on " W i l d l i f e and the Old Growth Fores t i n 
Southeast A l a s k a " . 
Dr . Schoen has s a i d that "Today o ld growth i s a rare and 
d i m i n i s h i n g n a t i o n a l r esource . Because i t takes c e n t u r i e s to 
develop the e c o l o g i c a l a t t r i b u t e s of o ld growth, the b i o l o g i c a l 
e f f ec t s of c l e a r c u t t i n g are cumulat ive and long term. As o ld 
growth fo re s t s are harvested our future management opt ions are 
reduced ." 
I t h ink these comments apply as w e l l to B . C . a l though as Dr. 
Schoen po in ted out , we have l e s s time here to p ro tec t our 
remaining o l d growth fo res t than they do i n A l a s k a . 
On behal f of the Fr iends I would l i k e to thank Dr. Schoen for 
donat ing h i s p rec ious time to come down from Alaska to speak to 
us about h i s r e sea rch . 
V i c k y Husband ^ r J F 

WARDENS' LETTERS 

Along wi th t h e i r l a s t news le t t e r s a l l vo lunteer wardens rece ived 
a request for shor t a r t i c l e s d e s c r i b i n g t h e i r reserves for the 
benef i t of our members. I r ece ived the two f o l l o w i n g l e t t e r s and 
w i l l p u b l i s h more as they come i n . 

-Ed i t o r . 

Dear E d i t o r , 

Look at a map of B . C . and f l y l i k e an eagle to the extreme 
northwest c o a s t a l p o r t i o n and out 60 mi les across wicked Hecate 
S t r a i t to the Queen c h a r l o t t e I s l ands which we c a l l the Haida 
Gwai ( I s lands of the P e o p l e ) . Then f l y south a long the i s l a n d s ' 
backbone to the very southern t i p and tu rn nor th on the west 
coast for 12 mi les to reach Skung-gwai (Red Cod I s l and a l s o 
c a l l e d Anthony I s land) about 3 mi les of f the coast of Kunghit 
Gwai ( I s l and to the South) . 

The main i s l a n d of Skung-gwai i s about one mi le long and 
very narrow (15 minute ' s walk i f you know the t r a i l and over four 
hours i f you wander) wi th i t s main rock fea tures running nor th 
and sou th . Anthony I s l and E c o l o g i c a l Reserve # 95 inc ludes 20 
smal l i s l e t s w i t h nine spec ies of ne s t i ng seab i rds and r i c h 
marine l i f e i n a very p ic turesque s e t t i n g . On your l e f t as you 
face nor th i s Japan and on your r i g h t i s Haida Gwai. 

Throughout the ne s t i ng season from May through August many 
worr ied b i r d s lose ounces performing t h e i r h e c t i c p a r e n t a l 
d u t i e s . The n e s t i n g b i r d s are preyed upon by bald eagles and 
f a l c o n s . Often a ba ld eagle c a s u a l l y f l i e s over the ne s t i ng 
areas or perches nearby wi th other prey i n mind, but soon he has 
to f l y away. The G u l l People r i s e l i k e a huge white c r y i n g c loud 
w i t h mul t i tudes of f l a s h i n g wings . They compete wi th each other 
to be the f i r s t to d ive bomb the screaming eagle who crouches low 
under the weight of the combined a t tack or escapes i n a r o l l i n g , 
t w i s t i n g tu rn wi th imposs ib ly fas t wingbeats . 
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The i s l ands have steep s lopes that plunge in to the 1cy c o l d 
depths. Between the many i s l a n d s are sha l low places f i l i e d to 
the brim for a seafood l o v i n g Haida . There are a l so l o v e l y areas 
for casual scuba d i v i n g but watch out for the huge b u l l K i l l e r 
whales that sometimes c r u i s e these sha l low waters in search of 
plump sea l s that love these p a r t s . 

Should you attempt to land to wander around on shore watch 
the p l ay of the surge of the Pac i f i c that s t r e t ches unbroken 
r i g h t from Japan and p ick your l and ing area wi th ca r e . Wherever 
you walk look before you s t ep . Throughout the c o a s t a l f r inge 
vegetat ion of s a l a l , t a l l , g rass , and wind- scu lp tu red low t rees 
are thousands of burrows of seab i rds such as P u f f i n s , Cass in 
Auk l e t s , Ancient M u r r e l e t s , Rhinoceros Auk l e t s , Pidgeon 
G u i l l e m o t s , S e a g u l l s , Cormorants, and Oyster Ca tchers . Never 
walk upon these s i t e s ! ! Many sma l l migra tory b i r d s drop by for a 
chat and f l u f f to s i t and brood before the next leg of t h e i r 
journey . 

Whenever v i s i t o r s from of f i s l a n d approach me about how to 
best exper ience any of Haida Gwai, e s p e c i a l l y e c o l o g i c a l 
r e s e r v e s , I t e l l them, " F i r s t you have to slow down. No more of 
tha t compe t i t i ve nine to f i v e f e e l i n g . Out here the times are 
anytime i n the day between pre-dawn l i g h t and sunset . And you 
have the qu ie t evenings to a l l o w your over- taxed v i s i o n to r e l a x 
and a l l o w your hear ing to feast on the many evening c a l l s of 
homeward bound b i r d s that g r a d u a l l y fade i n to the crack 1ing 
c a m p f i r e . " 

And of course e c o l o g i c a l reserves f i l l e d w i t h wor r ied 
parents c a r i n g for a new brood do not need people wa lk ing across 
t h e i r homes and p o s s i b l y c rush ing t h e i r young. These are the 
Winged People who deserve c o n s i d e r a t i o n and a d m i r a t i o n . Their 
l o t i n l i f e i s so s t agger ing to the imagina t ion tha t we always 
t u rn o f f our minds and act wi thout sense. This causes tremendous 
s u f f e r i n g through the s t r e s s of our presence or pa in through a 
c a r e l e s s s t ep . 

And when i n the realm of the Ocean People d r ink i n t h e i r 
beauty and do not overreact wi th thought less ac ts for you could 
s u f f e r . You are out of your element and In a harsh world that i s 
u n f o r g i v i n g and many times takes the supreme t o l l . 

I thank Na tu re ' s abundances for the many pleasure f i l l e d 
hours amongst so many cons ider good People . Many are the s t o r i e s 
i n my heart which have crea ted a f e e l i n g of love as they 
d i s s o l v e d i n my memories. Howa!! 

-Wanagun (Richard S. Wilson) 

Dear E d i t o r , 

My E c o l o g i c a l Reserves are l i k e my c h i l d r e n . I love them 
a l l but I never seem able to do much for them. 

My f i r s t c h i l d was No.89, a s t r e t c h of two or three mi les 
halfway down the Skag i t R ive r between Sumallo Grove 
(Hope-Pr inceton Highway) and Ross Lake Road. I t s cottonwoods are 
i t s p r i d e . I t seems they have the genes for ex t r a long f i b r e s . 
F i r e could endanger them but few h i k e r s pass through and, of 
course , f i s h i n g i s not a l l o w e d . I knew the r i v e r 40 years ago 
when i t was wi lde rness f i s h i n g , i t was good to my f a m i l y . I l i k e 
to f e e l I can do something for i t now. 
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Last year I was handed three more orphan reserves on the 
Skagi t ( G a i l Ross looked a f t e r them before o>£ng to P r i n c e 
George). The l e a s t i n t e r e s t i n g j u s t misses i n c l u d i n g rhodendrons 
in i t s boundar ies ; the next i s imposs i b l e to reach because i t i s 
on the other s ide of the Skagi t a l o n g i s h way above the 
Chi t tenden B r i d g e ; the t h i r d i s loca ted on the US border and 
con ta ins an unusua l ly s o u t h e r l y - w e s t e r l y Ponderosa Pine which I 
hope to f i n d next summer. r t a l s o has rare Steershead p l a n t s , 
very t i n y , r e l a t e d to B leed ing Hearts i n a second or t h i r d - c o u s i n 
k ind of r e l a t i o n s h i p . r have not found them y e t . 

Yes, I love my c h i l d r e n . They give me an i n t e r e s t and an 
a c t i v i t y and a sense of doing something for n a t u r a l l ands . They 
have taken me on h ikes and e x p l o r a t i o n s I would not otherwise 
have known. 

-Joan Greenwood 
E .R . #89, 21,22,106 

LETTERS TO MOTHER NATURE 

[My daughte r ' s s i x t h grade c l a s s had a recent assignment to 
imagine tha t each one of them was the l a s t of an endangered 
s p e c i e s . They were to wr i t e a l a s t l e t t e r to Mother Nature 
e x p l a i n i n g t h e i r f e e l i n g s about being the l a s t one of t h e i r k ind 
a l i v e , g i v i n g the d e t a i l s of what happened to t h e i r f ami ly and 
an e x p l a n a t i o n of why they d i e d . My daughter wrote the f o l l o w i n g 
l e t t e r . I f t h i s sparks a response from any F r i e n d s ' c h i l d r e n we 
w i l l p u b l i s h the l e t t e r s In the next i s s u e . - the E d i t o r ] 

Dear Mother Nature , 

I am a l o n e l y G r i z z l y Bear cub. I l i v e i n the 
Khutzeymateen. My mother got shot by a hunter a few days ago. I 
am very hungry. The f i s h are dy ing from water p o l l u t i o n . When I 
s tand s t i l l I can hear the water r i p p l e i n the burning sun but 
a l l that s i l e n c e i s d i s tu rbed when the l ogg ing t rucks zoom by on 
the dark and dusty roads . I can ha rd ly breath the m i l l g ives of f 
such g h a s t l y smoke. Please help me, Mother Nature . 

S inged, A Lone ly L i t t l e Bear 

WITH A LITTLE HELP FROM OUR FRIENDS 

Recen t ly W i l f Medd r ec i eved the 
f o l l o w i n g l e t t e r from Mrs. Mary 
Lou R icha rdson ' s c l a s s at the 
M e r r i c k v i l l e School near Ottawa 

Dear F r i e n d s , 

We have had a rummage sa l e to 
r a i s e money for the G r i z z l y 
Bear . We are sending $20 for 
the G r i z z l y Bear and we are 
adopt ing a burrowing owl i n 
O n t a r i o . We hope we can save 
a l o t of G r i z z l y Bears . Thanks 
for the b o o k l e t . 

From Mrs. R icha rdson ' s c l a s s 

9 -



KIDS' STUFF 

And on the subject of endangered s p e c i e s , we were r e c e n t l y 
g iven a game c a l l e d "Save the Wha le s ' " . I t Is unusual because 
the^players work together to save as many whales as p o s s i b l e from 
e x t i n c t i o n du r ing the course of each game. P l aye r s l e a rn about 
the whales* c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , t h e i r hab i t a t and the th rea t s to 
t h e i r s a f e t y . P l a y i n g the game r e a l l y fos t e r s the idea of 
working together towards a common g o a l , qu i t e an achievement i n 
our compe t i t ive c u l t u r e . 

"Save the Whales" i s manufactured by Animal Town Game C o . , 
P .O. Box 2002, Santa Barbara , CA 93120, USA. They a l s o produce 
s e v e r a l other coopera t ive games which I haven ' t seen and they 
w i l l send a free catalogue i f you drop them a l i n e . 

FRIENDS SECRETARY FINDS PERMANENT JOB 

The F r i ends are indebted to Bonnie Taylor who worked i n the 
o f f i c e for f i v e months on a pa r t - t ime bas i s g e t t i n g f i l e s in 
o rde r , o r g a n i z i n g procedures and hand l ing correspondence. Bonnie 
found a permanent job wi th a p r i v a t e care center i n Saan ich . 
Al though we are t r u l y s o r r y to see Bonnie go we were t h r i l l e d 
that she found a f u l l - t i m e j o b . We wish her a l l the best In the 
fu tu re . 

-Lynne Mi lnes 

VOLUNTEER HELP NEEDED 

We are i n the process of r e o r g a n i z i n g our m a i l i n g l i s t and 
t r a n s f e r r i n g i t i n to a new computer. The Fr iends need someone 
who can help a lphabe t i z e and type out about 350 members' names 
and addresses . We should be able to get t h i s done i n a day. 
Anyone i n t e r e s t e d please c a l l Dorothy F i e l d at 743-5358. 

NEW MEMBERS 
The F r i ends would l i k e to welcome the f o l l o w i n g new members: 

Nadine Adam, Burnaby 
Mazie Burns, Guelph, Ontar io 
Cathryn Co r b e t t , V i c t o r i a 
Blue Waters Adventures Corpora t ion 

Vancouver 
Jane Daborn, Vancouver 
Derek Davies , Toronto , Ontar io 
Diane Hansen, North Burnaby 
George H e f f e l f i nge r , V i c t o r i a 
Dennis Kynaston, Richmond 
Michae l & J a c k i e M o r r i s , Golden 
Margaret Rose, Coombs 
J . She r lock , North Vancouver 
Heather Anne Thurber, A l e r t Bay 
Max Uhlemann, V i c t o r i a 
Donna U n d e r h i l l , Richmond 
Samantha Walsh, Courtenay 
Bis Whitby, Ganges 
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FUN AND GAMES 

The f o l l o w i n g i s the ques t ionna i r e for the s t a f f meeting of the 
E c o l o g i c a l Reserves s t a f f meeting i n October 1987. i t was so 
in format ive that we thought our readers might l i k e a go at i t . 

-Ed i tor 

1. Which- province passed the f i r s t Ecolog i c a l Reserves Act in 
Canada? 

a) Quebec b) Manitoba c) B r i t i s h Columbia 

2. The B . C . E c o l o g i c a l Reserves Program evolved in the mid-1960's 
from: 

a) the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Geophys ica l Year 
b) Man and the Biosphere Programme 
c) the I n t e r n a t i o n a l B i o l o g i c a l Programme 

3. The B . C . E c o l o g i c a l Reserves Act and Regula t ions were passed 
by the B . C . l e g i s l a t u r e i n : 

a) 1971 b) 1969 c) 1975 

4. Who was the i n d i v i d u a l who almost s i n g l e - h a n d e d l y s t a r t e d the 
E c o l o g i c a l Reserves Program i n B . C . ? 

a) B r i a n Smith b) Ray W i l l i s t o n c) Dr . V l a d i m i r K r a j i n a 

5. E c o l o g i c a l Reserves are s e l e c t e d to (True or F a l s e ) ; 
a) p ro t ec t b e a u t i f u l v iewpoin t s for h i k e r s T F 
b) p ro t ec t rare p lan t or an imal spec ies T F 
c) o f fe r permanent outdoor l a b o r a t o r i e s for T F 

research and educat ion 
d) p ro t ec t logged areas T F 
e) p ro t ec t benchmark areas untouched by man T F 
f) p ro t ec t "average", run -o f - the -mi 11 examples T F 

of our ecosystems 
g) p ro tec t p l a n t / a n i m a l s to provide unique T F 

r e c r e a t i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

6. How many E c o l o g i c a l Reserves are there? 
a) 113 b) 110 c) 117 

7. Name the rare p lan t and the rare animal protec ted i n the two 
most r e c e n t l y e s t a b l i s h e d r e s e r v e s . 

8. Name one marine and one f lower reserve loca ted w i t h i n one 
hour ' s d r i v e from V i c t o r i a . 

9. What endangered mammal spec ies i s p ro tec ted at Checlese t Bay 
on the west coast of Vancouver I s land? 

a) gray whale b) S t e l l a r * s sea l i o n c) sea o t t e r 

10. What type of reserves are c losed to the p u b l i c except by 
permi t? 

a) reserves which p ro tec t rare spec ies 
b) sea l i o n rooke r i e s 
c) sea b i r d c o l o n i e s 
Why? 

11. The Robson Bight E c o l o g i c a l Reserve was crea ted mainly t o : 
a) p ro tec t k i l l e r whales 
b) p ro tec t marine environment 
c) p ro t ec t s p e c i a l beaches 

12. Some e c o l o g i c a l reserves p ro tec t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ecosystems. 
Match the f o l l o w i n g reserves wi th the ecosystem they p r o t e c t . 

a) N i t i n a t Lake, V . I . 1. mature Western l a r c h 
b) Smith R i v e r , near Yukon 2. s e m i - a r i d vege t a t i on 
c) Hayne's Lease, near Osoyoos 3. c o a s t a l Douglas f i r 
d) G i l n o c k i e Creek, East Kootenays 4. black and white spruce 

fo res t 

13. B . C . E c o l o g i c a l Reserves inc lude a t o t a l o f : 
a) 116,000 ha b) 155,000 ha c) 241,000 ha 

14. Marine reserves cover approx ima te ly : 
a) 3 3,000 ha b) 4 7,000 ha c) 6 5,000 ha 
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15. The l a r g e s t e c o l o g i c a l r e se rve , Gladys l a k e , 
covers a lone : 

a) 3000 ha b) 7523 ha c) 48,600 ha 

16. The sma l l e s t r e se rve , Canoe I s l e t s near Valdes I s l a n d , 
i nc ludes : 
a) 0,6 ha b) 2.1 ha c) 6.3 ha 

17. How many o f f i c i a l e c o l o g i c a l reserve proposals are s t i l l 
"on the books"? 
a) 57 b) 140 c) 375 

18. How many e c o l o g i c a l reserve proposals were reviewed by the 
Wilderness A d v i s o r y Committee? 

a) 5 b) 7 c) 13 

19. Which two of the l i s t e d proposals are now inc luded In 
N a t i o n a l Park Reserves? 
a)Cheewhat Lake 2 ) K i t c h i Creek c)Windy Bay d)Dewar Creek 

20. The s e l e c t i o n of t e r r e s t r i a l ecosystems reserves i s most ly 
based on the f o l l o w i n g c l a s s i f i c a t i o n scheme: 

a) landforms 
b) b i o g e o c l i m a t i c zones 
c) c a p a b i l i t y inven to ry mapping 

21. Which e c o l o g i c a l reserve proposa l aims at p r o t e c t i n g : 
a) the t a l l e s t Douglas f i r s i n the world? 
b) g r i z z l y bears? 

22. What other s t a f f member, besides E . R . s t a f f , i s i n v o l v e d in 
the development of management plans for e c o l o g i c a l reserves 

23. Who manages e c o l o g i c a l reserves? 
a) E . R . s t a f f 
b) Parks s t a f f 
c) Volunteer Wardens 
d) a l l of the above 

24. How many E . R . vo lunteer wardens are there? 
a) 45 b) 60 c) 83 d) 87 

25. who c o n t r o l s the management of f i n f i s h i n marine reserves? 
a) P r o v i n c i a l F i s h e r i e s Branch 
b) E c o l o g i c a l Reserves Program 
c) Federa l F i s h e r i e s and Oceans 

26. When an e c o l o g i c a l reserve i s loca ted w i t h i n a p r o v i n c i a l 
park, which s t a tu t e a p p l i e s to t h i s reserve? 

a) E . R . Act b) Park Act c) both 

27. Hunting or f i s h i n g may be permi t ted i n e c o l o g i c a l r e se rves . 
True or F a l s e . 

28. The f o l l o w i n g a c t i v i t i e s are permi t ted i n e c o l o g i c a l 
r e s e r v e s . True or F a l s e . 

a) camping T F 
b) hik ing T F 
c) p i c k i n g up f o s s i l s or stones T F 
d) deve lop ing a t r a i l T F 
e) b u i l d i n g a cab in T F 
f) b u r n i n g / f i r e s T F 

29. The management of four e c o l o g i c a l reserves has been 
s p e c i f i c a l l y delegated by O r d e r - i n - c o u n c i l to the Park 
Programs Branch. Name these four r e s e r v e s . 

30. In an e c o l o g i c a l r e se rve , i t i s l e g a l t o : 
a) c a r r y a f i r e a r m T F 
b) d r i v e through wi th your car T F 
c) prospect for minera l s T F 

31. What p e n a l t i e s can be l e v i e d aga ins t persons breaking 
the E c o l o g i c a l Reserve Regu la t ions? 

a) a $500 f ine b) j a i l term c) both d) ne i t he r 

cont 
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32. Trees are blown down in ecological reserve and become a 
source of insect infestation. Since a l l ecological reserves 
are Crown Land, anybody may salvage the downed timber. 

True or False? 

33. How closely can you approach a whale in: 
a) Robson Bight Reserve b)' Johnstone Strait 

34. How many reserves were fenced/ditched in 1986, 1987? 

35. How many publications are available to the public which 
document ecological reserves or the Program in general? 

a) 2 b) 5 c) 9 d) 12 

36. Approximately how many publications/reports have been 
produced in or about ecological reserves? 
a) 175 b) 300 c) 350 d) 425 

37. Approximately how manuy slides are in the Ecological Reserves 
Program slide collection? 
a) 5500 b) 7000 c) 9000 

38. Where in our office can one find the following information 
about a specific reserve: 

a) maps, legal plans 
b) publicat ions/reports 
c) correspondence 
d) l i s t of plant/animals 
e) name of volunteer wardens 
f) slides 

39. How many research projects are taking place in ecological 
reserves in 1987? 
a) 7 b) 17 c) 27 d) 31 

40. How many research projects were subsidized by the Ecological 
Reserves Program in 1987? 

a) 1 b) 2 c) 3 d)4 

41. Match the following reserves and research subjects: 
a) Robson Bight 1) threespine st ickle back 

and red-throated loon 
b) cleland Island 2) Vancouver island marmot 
c) Campbell-Brown 3) rattlesnake 
d) Drizzle Lake 4) forestry 
e) Haley Lake 5) k i l l e r whale 
f) Morice River 6) sea bird colony 

42. For which ecological reserve has the greatest number of 
research permits been Issued in any given year? How many? 
a) 5 b) 11 c) 13 



Answers to E c o l o g i c a l Reserves Program Ques t ionna i re 

l . c , 2 . c , 3 . c , 4 . c , 5 . a : F , b :T , c : F , d :T , e :T, F : T , g:F 

6 .c , 7.Vancover I s l and Marmot, Phantom Orchid 

8. marine: Race Rocks, oak Bay I s l a n d s , Ten M i l e P o i n t ; 
f l ower : Mount Tzuhalem, Oak Bay I s l a n d s , Mount Maxwell 

9. c , 1 0 . a , c , 11 .c , 12. a :3 , b : 4 , c : 2 , d : l , 13 .b , 14 .b , 15.c 

16 .a , 17 .b , 1 8 . c , 19 .a , c 20 .b , 21 .a :Nimpkish I s l a n d ; 

b:Khutzeymateen R ive r 22. Roger N o r r i s h 23 .d , 24.b 

25 .c , 26 .a , 27.T 2 8 . a : F , b :T , c : F , d :T , e :T, f : F 

29. Rose S p i t , Tow H i l l , Gladys Lake, Robson Bight 

30. a :T , b : F , c : F 31 .d , 32. F , 33. a:300m; b:100m 

34. T r a n q u i l l e , McQueen Creek, Lasque t i I s l a n d , Mount Tzuhalem 

35. b, 3 6 . c , 37 .a , 38. a , d , t e c h n i c a 1 f i l e ; b , E . R . l i b r a r y ; 
c , f i l e room; d , correspondence f i l e ; e, s l i d e cab ine t s 

39 . c , 40.b Haley Lake; Study of gene t ic v i a b i l i t y of marmot 
popu la t ions - A. Bryan t ; Robson B i g h t : round- the -c lock 
s tudy of number of whales us ing the rubbing beaches 

41. a :5 ; b : 6 ; c : 3 ; d : l ; e :2 ; f : 4 ; 42. b Robson Bigh t 

EDITOR'S POSTSCRIPT 

This i s my l a s t issue as e d i t o r . Joseph Blake i s h e l p i n g me 
get i t together and w i l l take over from here. I f e e l l i k e I 'm 
j u s t s t a r t i n g to have a f e e l i n g of how to do t h i s and am even 
beginning to enjoy i t ( w e l l most of i t ) but i n J u l y I 'm l e a v i n g 
w i t h my f a m i l y for a year i n A s i a . I f we come across some 
r e l evan t items maybe w e ' l l f i l e m a t e r i a l from there - I ' v e always 
wanted to be an i n t e r n a t i n a l correspondent . 

By the time you get t h i s the s p r i n g f lowers w i l l w e l l on 
t h e i r way. On our l a s t extended t r i p i t was v i s i o n s of Mt. 
Tzuhalem's m i l l e - f l e u r e l y s i a n f i e l d s and the carpet of pink 
l i l i e s under the g ian t spreading maples at Honeymoon Bay that-
haunted me when I wondered i f I ' d ever want to come home. I t ' s 
n ice to know t h e y ' l l be here and that the c y c l e w i l l cont inue 
wherever we a r e . And that they w i l l draw us back a g a i n . 

-Dorothy F i e l d 
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