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Foreword

The Spatsizi Plateau Wilderness Park, encompassing approximately
576,000 hectares, is one of the largest and most diverse parks in

the province. The Master Plan is intended to indicate the goals
sought to be achieved by this park, and to provide some guidelines
for pursuing these goals. The plan is based on information available
at this time. As conditions change and new information becomes

available, it may become necessary to modify some of the policies
stated in this plan.

I am confident that this Master Plan will serve as a valuable

reference point that will assist in the management of this park for
the enjoyment and inspiration of both present and future generations.

“Nerwor & 74/,.4»»6:

James R. Chabot, Minister
Lands, Parks using

August 1, 1980.
Date
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SUMMARY

Spatsizi Plateau Wilderness Park was established to ensure that
wilderness values found therein remain intact; to ensure that the values
associated with the wildlife are retained; and to perpetuate the splendid
recreation opportunities offered by this outstanding area of Northwestern
British Columbia.

The Parks and Outdoor Recreation Division intent within Spatsizi
Park is to conserve wilderness landscapes and natural processeé; while pro-
viding for quality, dispersed, low impact recreation opportunities within .
those landscapes.

The Conservation Goal within the park is to conserve representative
examples of the Skeena Mountains and Stikine Plateau Natural Landscapes by
protecting thg natural features found therein from deleterious influences.

The Recreation Goal is to provide a variety of dispersed back-
country recreation opportunities within a wilderness environment including
skiing, snowshoeing, hiking, canoeing or rafting, horse travel, camping,
climbing, fishing, qature study, photography and hunting, all within the
Timits of the conservation objective.

The entire park 1s zoned Wilderness according to the Provincial
Park zoning system.

The major management effort will be to ensure that intrinsic

natural values of the park are protected through dispersion of recreational

use.
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A. INTRODUCTION
1.

BACKGROUND

Spatsizi Plateau Wilderness Park, situated in northwestern
British Columbia at the headwaters of the Stikine Rfvef, makes signi-
ficant contributions to the natural heritage of the Provincial park
system. Encompassing lands 1in both the Skeena Mountains and the
Yukon-Stikine Plateau, the park is characterized by highlaipine
plateaus, rugged mountains and sub-alpine forests and bogs. As a vast
reimote wilderness, with great habitat diversity, the park suﬁports a
variety of animal species at significant population levels.

Established by Order-in-Council No. 3756 on December 3, 1975,
Spatsizi Park consists of approximately 675,000 hectares of land
between the elevations of 975 and 2,500 meters and is located approxi-
mately 50 kilometers east of the Stewart-Cassiar Highway.

Access to the park is primarily by aircraft, however, horses
and riverboats are occasionally used.

Park administration is carried out through Lakelse Park District,
at Terrace, and seasonal staff are stationed within the park at Cold
Fish Lake. |

Up to the present time, recreational facilities have not been
developed within the park by the Parks and Outdoor Recreation Division.
Cabiné, trails and primitive campsites were established by guides and
outfitters prior to the land being designated as a park. Cabin develop-
ments are situated at Cold Fish Lake, Hy}aﬁd Post and the Spatsizi-
Stikine River confluence.

Two other large natural area parks are situated in the same
vicinity as Spatsizi. Tatlatui Park, adjoining Spatsizi to the south-

east, represents the easterly portion of the Skeena Mountains with water-

~ sheds draining into the Arctic Ocean. Mount Edziza Park, to the west,
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in the K1astine Plateau area, contains superlative volcanic features. ATl
three parks offer opportunities for dispersed recreational use in a
. natural environment.
2. DEMAND
Pfesent recreational use levels are low and most use is con-
cerned with the wildlife and fishery resources. Park use is generally
limited to those activities associated with the summer and fall seacons.
Statistical evidence has not been gathered, to date, which gives an accurate
indication of existing use levels, however, it has been estimated that
between 200 to 300 people visit the park annually.
Trends in North America indicate growth in the popularity of
recreational guided tours for wildlife and scenic viewing, photography
and experience with nature. In this Province, growth in river rafting
and guided wildlife viewing expeditions has been identified. Potential
. for package tours for winter ski touring and for summer recreational
guiding based out of northern communities has been identified by the
B.C. Guide Outfitter's Association and local Chambers of Commerce. Due
to the nature and size of Spatsizi it is possible that the park may be-
come popular for such activities.

3. PLAN PURPOSES

The primary purpose of this Master Plan is to identify Park
Goals and to present management guidelines for their achievement.
This plan will briefly examine biophysical features within the
park, define management issues which need resolution, define policy
where appropriate, and outline need for further study and planning.
It has become apparent that use in Spatsizi Park is increasing
and diversifying and that this diversity is rﬁsultfné in competiticn
. between various groups for utilization of the park resources in differing

ways.



This plan commenceés with the premise that the Order-in-Council
establishing Spatsizi Park is a clear indicator of Government policy
and gives direct guidance to management of recreational and natural
resources.

However, planning for park management is a dynamic process
requiring continuing research and inventory and this plan will there-
fore be fermally reviewed every five years to reflect. changing

circumstances. -
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PARK GOALS

Spatsizi Plateaﬁ Wilderness Park was established to protect
its inherent natural features and processes, and to provide
recreational opportunities for the public. As in park systems
througﬁout the world, management of this park must attempt to
feconcé]e-the incompatabiiities of recreation and preservation. That
is, a degree of recreational impact must be accepted on the natural
environment, since modern man, by his very presence within a natural
environment, causes some disturbance and influence. Determining the
acceptable degree of impact, or type and scale of recreational use,
permitted is the focal point of master planning.

In the case of Spatsizi, the Order-in-Council establishing
the park determines the degree of recreational impact with its state-
ment that, "The area will be maintained as a wilderness Tandscape
in which natural communities are preserved intact and the progressions
of the natural systems may proceed without alteration. Hunting and
fishing, within sustained yield limits, is permissible. Recreational
use of the area shall be limited to activities which do not detract
from or disturb the wilderness experience sought by visitors. These
uses include: fishing, hdnting, hiking, climbing, camping, horse travel
and nature study".

The intent of this Order-in-Council is clear - recreational
use will be provided in the park and the types of recreational use
are specifically defined.

It is, therefore the goal of the Parks and Outdoor Recreation
Division within Spatsizi Plateau Wildermess Park to conserve wilder.
ness landscapes and natural processes while providing for quality,

dispersed, low impact, recreation opportunities within those landscapes.



This will require control and distribution of various uses
in the park to minimize their impacts upon each other and to maintain
the wilderness atmosphere and environment. |

The relationship of the outstanding natural values and recreation
opportﬂnitées of Spatsizi Park to the Goals of the Divisiqn is outlined
in the following paragraphs. (See Appendix I).

1. Conservation Goal

Spatsizi Plateau Wilderness Park with its exceptional
and diverse natural environment plays a significant role ih conserving
examples of the Stikine Plateau and the Skeena Mountain landscapes of
British Columbia (See Appendix 11). The plateau landscape is represented
in the northeasterly half of the park by broad flaring valleys, rolling
table uplands and vast expanses of alpine vegetation. The mountain landscape
is represented in the southwesterly portion of the park by more rugged
mountains of the Eaglenest Range with incised valleys and amphitheatre-
shaped cirque basins. Throughout Spatsizi, game animal populations
have historically been large and major features of the park are the
ungulate populations such as moose, sheep, goats and, particularly,
caribou.

It 18 the primary goal of the Parks and Outdoor Reereation
Diviséon, within Spatsizi Park, to conserve representative examples of
the Skeena Mowntains and Stikine Plateau Natural Landscapes by
protecting the natural features and processes found therein from

deleterious influences.
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Deleterious influences are defined as those forces which may
arrest the perpetuity of biological or geological features within the
park or cause destruction of the wilderness atmosphere.

2. Recreation Goals

The outstanding opportunities for river rafting,
canoeing, hiking and wildlife viewing in an undisturbed wilderness
environment will be recongized in recreation goals for Spatsizi
Plateau Wilderness Park. Recognition will be granted to the historic
use of the park area by hunting parties. Hunting, however, will only
be permissible within conservative harvest Timits.

It e therefore the recreation goal for the park to
provide a variety of dispersed backcountry recreation opportunities
within a wilderness environment including hiking, canoceing or rafting,
horse travel, camping, climbing, fishing, nature study, skiing, photo-
graphy and hmnmting, all within the limits éf the foregoing Conservation
goal.

3. Scientific Study Subordinate Goal

Since the smanagement of such a vast and complex natural
area requires knowledge of the processes therein, it will be a subor-
dinate but major goal of the Division to encourage scientific study in
the biological and earth sciences to gain knowledge required to

realize better management practices within the Park.



PARK RESOURCES STATEMENT

The vast natural landscape and large wildlife populations are the
resources primarily responsible for the establishment of Spatsizi Park.
The following is a brief description of indigenous biclogical, geologic

and climatic factors which compose and influence this landscape.

1. Natural History

a. Climate and Vegetation

The climatic and vegetative characteristics are best described
using the Biogeoclimatic Zoning System devised by Dr. V.J. Krajina
summarized in Appendix III. Those zones represented within the park
include Alpine Tundra (A), Spruce-Willow-Birch (SWB) and Boreal White
and Black Spruce (BWBS). The Alpine Tundra zone covers the greatest
portion of the park with some rock barrens at higher elevations. The
other two zones encompass forested areas that are restricted to river
valleys at lower elevations. ‘

The western portion of the park receives more moisture both in
winter and summer than the eastern area. Using snowpacks as an
indicator, the Eaglenest Mountains in the west are estimated to receive

. 150 to 200 centimetres of snow, while the Hyland Post area in the

‘ east averages about 30 to 50 centimetres annually. Winters are long
and cold with an average temperature of -20°C. and summers are cool
with temperatures rarely rising to 24°c.

b. Physiography

Two of Canada's five major physiographic components, the Canadian
Cordillera and the Interior Plains, are represented in British Columbia.
Spatsizi lies within the Cordillera region and contains specific
¥atural Landscapes that represent the characzeristics of the region,

In Spatsizi the Skeena Mowntain Landscape is represented by the Eaglenest
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PHYSIOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF SPATSIZI PLATEAU WILDERNESS PARK
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Mountain Range in the west and the Stikine Plateau Landscape is re-

presented by Spatsizi Plateau in the east.
Skeena Mowntains - Eaglenest Range:

The southwestern portion of the park consists of folded
sedimentary rocks of the Upper Jurassic and Lower Cretaceous ages,
63 to 150 million years ago, (see Appendix III). The elevation
averages between 900 and 2130 metres with the highest peak being
Mr., Will at 2500 metres. Almost all of the Skeena Mountains were
covered by the Pleistocence ice sheet which rounded the ridges and
sumits below 1830 metres in elevation. The remaining peaks and high
ridges present a serrated and jagged profile caused by intense alpine
glaciation. The mountain valleys have been modified by valley glaciers
that left tarns and hanging valleys between the peaks and low lands.

The northeastern limits of the Skeena Mountains (Eaglenest Range)
form a transition zone from the folded mountain landscape to the
gently sioping upland area of Spatsizi Plateau.
Spatsizi Plateau:

The northeastern area of the park consists of "wide,.drift-
filled valleys and open, gently rolling upland surfaces” (Holland).
The surface 1is underlain by sedimentary rocks including sandstone,
shale, conglomerate and minor coal of the Upper Cretaceous and Paleocene
ages (58 to 100 million years ago). The plateau itself is at an eleva-
tion ranging between 1670 and 1820 metres with the major river valleys
at about 1060 metres. During the Pleistocene period the plateau was
covered by a veneer of glacial drift which remains to this day.
c. Wildlife

The variety and population of mammals, fish and birds clearly
indicates that significant wildlife values are represented within the

park. During the past several years these resources have been studied
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by biologists in order to understand the habits, interactions and
abundance of various species. Several reports have resulted from
these studies and are listed in the bibliography.

Ungulate species include Osborn caribou, mountain goat, stone
sheep:and moose. Significant predator species are grizzly bear, wolf

and black bear. The estimated populations in 1979 are as follows:

Caribou 3,000
Mountain Goat 600
Stone Sheep 500
Moose 1,000
Grizzly Bear 100 o 5F
Holf 100
Black Bear 100

(Source: Based on counts carried out by Parks and Outdoor Recreation
Division and Ministry of Environment Staff.)

The 1ands'within the park have an excellent capability for
supporting wild ungulates. The large rainshadow area of the Plateau
itself forms perhaps the most significant wintering area in the ~+
province for Osborn caribou and provides excellent winter habitat for
stone sheep and mountain goat. The Gladys Lake Ecological Reserve was
established for the protection of a population of stone sheep in the
Eaglienest Range.

Relationships between species, especially predator-prey relation-
ships, warrant considerable study in order to better understand population
dynamics.

Important fish species represented in the Park are rainbow trout,
dolly varden char, mountain whitefish, lake trout, arctic grayling,

Tongnose sucker and burbot. An interesting fact is that fish representing
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both Arctic and Pacific drainages are found within the park even though

all watercourses drain to the Pacific.

Anadromous fish from the Pacific cénnot migrate into the park
due to impassable canyons on the Stikine River.

. Game fish are abundant offering quality angling experiences,
_ howeQer, fish are generally not large in size.

One hundred and forty-nine species of birds have been identified
within Spatsizi Park. The Jocation is such that coastal, continental,
northern and southern birds are representéd. The range of landscape
features enables high elevation, alpine tundra and boreal forest
birds all to be present within the park boundaries.

Cultural History

Most cultural influences in the Spatsizi area have occurred within
the past thirty years.

Prior to white man's first arrival, the local Indians apparently
used the area for hunting, fishing and trapping on a seasonal basis
from their village at Caribou Hide. During the late 1920's this Indian
community suffered several disease epidemics and in 1930 moved to
Metsantan Lake where they stayed until 1948 when Tommy Walker built
a camp at Cold Fish Lake. They then left their Metsantan Lake Village
and took up summer resi&ence at Cold Fish Lake and winter residence at
Hyland Post and worked for Tommy Walker as hunting guides and out-
fitters until 1968.

The first white men to attempt settlement in the area were the
Hyland Brothers in the early 1920's. They established Hyland Post on
the Spatsizi River as a centre for trade with Indian trappers but
abandoned it a few years later. The nexi white man iz zome to thig
area was a Provincial Government Surveyor, P.M, Monckton, in 1935

(Lau, 1971). He explored the' Upper Stikine River and was the first to
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doéument the natural features of the area.

The greatest increase in human activity.ﬁithin Spatsizi was
from 1948 to 1968 when Tommy Walker operated a guide/outfitting oper-
ation. During this time Walker established a highly successful big
game h&nting program that attracted sportsmen from as far as Europe.
Realizing,the potential for depletion of the wildlife, Walker approached
the University of British Columbia and Dr. Ian McTaggart-Cowan in
1954 concerning the need for research on wildlife populations in
the area. The‘government was also approached concerning the possibility
of establishing a park or wildlife reserve in the area.

In the early 1960's proposals for railroad Tinks to the northern
portions of the Province for resource development projects generated
further concern for the status of wildlife in the Spatsizi Plateau
region. The first formal Wilderness Park proposal was developed in
1962 and 1963 and resulted in the establishment of a reserve in 1964,

Although 1968 was to be Tommy Walker's last year conducting the
guiding operation, the seeds for what was to become Spatsizi Plateau
Wilderness ?ark had been sown. After selling his interests in Spatsizi
he continued to press for special status for the area.

Prior to the establishment of the Park in 1975, a great deal of
discussion occurred between the public, Crown agencies and private
~enterprise concerning the future-of the upper Stikine River watershed.
During this time several public interest groups were exerting pressure
for park establishment. The Environment and Land Use Committee became
involved since the issues concerned a wide variety of resource matters in-
cluding wildlife preservation, hunting, resource development and access.

The development of the B.C. Rail right-of-way in 1972 had a major

impact by allowing easier access to the plateau. A review of the



issues culminated in 1975 with the E.L.U.C. recommendation that a
Class "A" Park be established over the area concurrent with the
establishment of an Ecological Reserve in the Gladys Lake portion
of the Eaglenest Range. | -

| Since 1975 public interest groups have pressured for the
closure of the park to hunting. In order to further understand
the wildlife resources of the area, Parks and Fish and Wildlife
Biologists conducted a census of indigenous fish and wi]diife re-
sources and released a report in 1977. Soon after, quotas were
éet for guide/outfitter hunting operations and a limited entry

system was established for resident hunters.

15,



ZONING

The concept for zoning Provincial Parks and Recreation Areas may
be visualized as a continuum with maximum attention given to recreation
faci?ity' provision and limited resource consideration at one end and
maximum resource protection and limited recreation faciiity provision
at the other end. Sub-dividing this continuum,three primary levels of
zoning for the Provincial Park system have been defined: Development,

Natural Envircnment and Wilderness. The criteria involved in delineating

these zones are summarized in Appendix IV. Spatsizi Plateau Wilderness
Park is t. be managed toward the maximum resource protection and limited
recreation facility end of this continuum and is therefore zoned
Wilderness over the entire Park area.

As specific management plans are developed for the park, various
sub-zones will be delineated in order to deal with wildlife management,
recreation management, facility development and other administrative

jssues.

16.
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PARK MANAGEMENT

Spatsizi Wilderness Park will be operated under a concept of
conservation based management. Management will ensure that natural pro-
cesses will play the dominant role in the park and that natural resources §
are conserved. A principal factor is that an active management program
is required in order to reqularly monitor both the resource and the
recreator, to determine the impacts resultant from use and to direct use
to achieve park goals.

Management of facilities will be minimal as site improvements
will be Timited to those which ensure public safety and protect park
resources. Examples of management actions may be the provision of rustic
campsites, temporary closure of specific trails or campsites in order to
minimizérenvironmental impact, or complete or partial closure of an area
to public use. The intensity of management will depend upon the impact of

use on the park resources.

1. Resource Management

a. Land and Water Management

Objective:

To achieve and protect an adequate land base to ensure park

goals are met -in perpetuity.

Management Aetion:

. Land will be managed according to the Park Act and regulations.

. Park boundaries will be reviewed with attention given to en-
compassing intact bio-physical units and traditional recreational
patterns. In areas where more appropriate bio-physical units
than presently exist are defined and where resource conflicts
can be resolved, the boundaries will be amended accordingly.

. Private inholdings will be acquired, where feasible, over time.
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. The impacts of recreational use on the land resource will
be monitored in order to determine -the environmental and
soctal carrying capacity. In the event that impacts of use
at campsites or trails approach deleterious levels the
Di#ision will restructure use to reduce impaéts.

. The Order-in-Council establishing Spatsizi gives consideration
to a transportation corridor through the park; it is the posi-
tion of the Parks and Outdoor Recreation Division that intensive
study be undertaken of any access proposal in order to avoid any
extraneous influences which may jeopardize park values.

. Tho National Second Century Fund purchased the lands at Cold
Fish Lake known as District Lot 6686, Cassiar District, and
leased them to the Provincial Government. The cabins on site,
except "Tommy Walker Cabin", have been purchased by the Parks

'and OQutdoor Recreation Division. The property will be managed
as part of the park and the buildings used as the Park '
Administration Centre.

. Thé Parks and Outdoor Recreation Division will cooperate in the
management of Gladys Lake Ecological Reserve which is surrounded
bg Spatsizi Park.

Wildlife Management

Objective:

To ensure the conservation and perpetuation of wildlife populations

and habitat.

Management Action:

. The development of a comprehensive wildlife policy requires
continuous statistical input from census data, research, and
harvest monitoring. The Division, in concert with the Fish

and Wildlife Branch will conduct periodic surveys to monitor
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population levels of various park fauna.

. Hunting will be permitted in the park in accordance with
Provincial Hunting Regulations prepared jointly by Fish

_and Wildlife Branch and Parks and Outdoor Recreation

Division.

Huﬁting will be governed by biological data gathered

jointly by Parks and Fish and Wildlife personnel.

. Hunting'wi11 operate under a quota and limited entry system
for all ungulate species with harvests at conservative levels.
Conservative harvest levels will be established annually and
will reflect fluctuating population levels.

. As research and surveys continue, more complex limited entry
and quota systems, closures or other strategies may be used

to regulate the annual harvest.

Specific areas may be designated as "closed to hunting" for
allocated time periods, or in perpetuity, in order to assist
research or respond to other forms of recreational use.

. Scientific research will be encouraged when it does not inter-
fere with park goals.

. In the event thatcritical population imbalances occur, due to

| predator-prey, habitat, climatic, or other influences, and if
such imbalances impose serious threat to any faunal, or floral,
component of the park, the Parks and Qutdoor Recreation Division
may prescribe management actions to ensure no significant
components of the park environment are diminished or destroyed.
Trapping will be administered according to Parks and Outdoor

Recreation Division policy.



20.

Fisheries Management

Objective:

Fisheries management will be directed toward provision of

quality fishing experiences while ensuring conservation of

existing populations.

Management Action:

. The fish populations will be surveyed periodically to monitor
population trends. V

. Specific regulations may be developed in response to
population changes to achieve the management objective.

. Regulations will be formulated jointly by Fish and Wildlive
Branch and Parks and Outdoor Recreation Division.

Vegetation Management

Objective:

To ensure conservation of native vegetative associations and

successions.

Management Action:

. Grazing of domestic énima¥s will be 1imited to horses only,
as permitted by the terms and conditions stated in a Park
Use Permit. Where graz{ng is permitted it will be monitored
in order to determine impact.

. Firewood supply areas may be designated and monitored at
heavily used camping areas.

. A fire management plan will be developed for the park re-
cognizing that wildfire has significant influences in natural
processes and in certain circumstances may be beneficial or

'harmfti.
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Visitor Management

a.

Access

Objective: _

To control the types of recreational access in order to ensure

qqaiity wilderness experiences are not impaired.

Management Action:

* Continuation of the present variety of access modes - horse-
back, aircraft, foot and boat - will be encouraged to provide
dispersion of recreational use.

* Use of combustion engines for recreational purposes will
generally be prohibited.

* Qutboard motors will be restricted to Timited use by Park staff
and persons holding Park Use Permits.

* No restrictions to aircraft 1landings will be implemented at
this time, however, selective restrictions may be imposed in
the future as a means to control use, by Federal Regulation,
if conflicts with wildlife values or other recreational
activities develop. .

Visitor Activities

Objective:

To provide opportunities for dispersed recreational use and

Quided recreational activities,

Management Action:

* Dispersed recreational wuse will include such activities as
camping, hiking, horse travel, skiing, canoeing and river travel,
viewing, hunting, fishing and photography.

* Commercial recreational guiding is recognized as a valuable
service within the park and appropriate activities will be

authorized under Park Use Permit according to Division policy.
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. A recreational guiding plan may be formulated if significant
conflicts arise between recreational activities.

. Should use conflicts become appérent, strict limitations

~ and controls over park use and visitation may be
implemented. A1l park users may be required to pre-register
their intended activities and destinations through a central
of fice to ensure that all use is dispersed over space and time.

Facility Development

Objective:

To 1Timit recreational facility development to that which is

required to protect the environment, ensure public safety and

provide a minimum level of visitor services.

Management Action:

. Trails and primitive campsites will be the primary develop-
ments provided within the park. Present trails and camp-
sites will form the basis of this system and existing use
patterns will be recognized.

. In the event that specific areas are degraded, use will be
restructured to reduce impacts.

. Commercial guiding operators, under Park Use Permit, will be
permitted to establish facilities which effect reasonable
comfort to clientele.

. The cabins at Cold Fish Lake camp will be maintained by Parks
Division and limited, supervised, use of them for "non-commercial”
recreation purposes will be permiited.

Interpretation and Information

Objecitve:

- LA
%

This program will be developed to provide for public under- -

standing of the natural environment for which the Park was



established, and of park ethics and management practices.
€ Management Action:
* Off-site delivery will occur through interpretive staff,
brochures, and audio-visual programs.
. Operators of any commercial recreation activity within

the Park may be encouraged to deliver portions of the program

to their clientele.

T,
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RECREATION AND CONSERVATION GOALS FOR B.C. PROVINCIAL PARKS

The Parks and Outdoor Recreation Division of the Ministry of Lands,
Parks and Housing is responsible for a park and recreation system that
providesla variety of opportunities and experiences for the recreational,
educational, inspirational and social benefit of the public. In order fo
fulfill this responsibility goals have been established by the Division

covering the provision of recreational opportunities and the conservation
of natural and cultural resources.

The goals for recreation are to provide opportunities for boating,
camping, day use activities, dispersed and winter recreation within Parks
and Recreation Areas.

The goals for conservation are to ensure that representative
samples of British Columbia's natural landscapes, special natural features
and historical resources are included within the Parks and Recreation Area
system. In addition, the Division will participate with other agencies in
the conservation of natural, historic and scenic values outside the Park
System.

Public information and education services relating to both recreation
and conservation are integral to the park goal program.
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Physiographic Region
of the
B.C. Park System
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GEOLOGIC TDME SCALE.

Period

Approximate Nurnbeo

Em of Years Ago®
Quaternary.
Recent. : Last 10,000
Pieistocene (Ice Age). 10,000 10 1,060,000
: Tertiary. {Millions)
Cenozoic. Pliocene. 1tc 13
Miocene. I3to 25
Oligocene. 25to 36
Eocene, 3610 5B
Paleocene. 5810 63
] Cretaceous. 63 10 135
Mesozoic. Jurassic. 13510 181
Triassic. 181 to 230
Permian. 230 to 280
Pennsylvanian and Mississippian. 280 to 345
Palzozoic. Devonian. 4510 405
Silurian. 405 10 425
Ordovician, 425 to0 500
Cambrian, 500t 600
Proterozoic, sf:: :;’;‘?’an' 600 to 2,000
Temiskaming.
Archzan, Keewatin, 2,000 to 4,800

* Science, April 14, 1961, p. J111,
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APPENDIX V

Primary 7Zoning System

OBJECTIVES

MANAGEMENT GUIDELTHES
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FACILITIES/ACTIVITIES

bevelopment

To provide for & variety of
facility-oriented recreational
_opportunities.

-griented toward maintaining high gquality
recreation and interpretive experience.

~intensive management may be required to
ensure that hioh guality recreation and

interpretive opportunities are maintained.

-special design censideration gemerally
required,

~intensity of developmentis and standard

of facilities arc variable and will relate

to the objectives for the Park.

-private motorized vehicles may be
restricted.

~intersive recreational facilities such
as auto campgrounds, cabins, lodges,
picpic areas, beach aad swimning areas,
rature houses, information buildings, do
hiil ski facilities, walk-in campgrounds

~gncillary facilities such as parking,
sanitation, picnic tables, restaurants,
may be included in this zone.

Natural
Environment

To provide for infermediate
tevels of cutdoor recreational
opportunities/use ¥n a natural
setting.

~management will be oriented toward main-
tenance or restoration of the natural
environment.

~yisitor access may be restricted to
preserve the recreational experience or
to limit impact on the area.

~designation of transportation modes may

be necessary to avoid potential conflicts,

{e.q. horse trails, cycle paths, hiking
trails) ’

-private motorized vehicles may be
permitted.

-intensity of management and dovelopment
will be consisient with moderate levels
of recreational use.

~yisitor support facilities will be
Yimited, and directed toward providing
for public safety and minimizing user
{mpact.

-Development and use are consistent with
the maintenance of natevral conditions.
Activities consistent with this zone
would be: hiking, camping, cenceing,
kayaking, snowshoeing, Cross country
skifng, nature observation, horse back
riding, picaicking, swimming, fishing,
interpretation programs.

~minimal facilities such as trails, shel-
ters, hikers' campsites, portages, horss
corrals, observation blinds, may be
developed to compliment these activities
but the emphasis of the development will
be toward public safety rather than the
encouragement of more intensive levels
of use.

~yisitor facilities will be of a primitiv
nature.

Wilderness

~-To protect and preserve land-
scapes and resource Procosses.

-1o provide for low levels of
recreational use in an en-
vironment where natural
processes occur with a minimum
of human interference.

-oriented toward the protection and pre-
servation of the area's atmosphere, en-
yirgnment or ecology, while eptimizing
recreational opportunities associated
with the "wilderness experience®.

~unstructured visitor mobility.

-yvisitor suypport factiities will not be
provided, except where absolutely
pecessary to provide for public safety
or minimizing uscr impact.

~transporfation limited to foot access,
and nea-motorized boats.

«horse travel mey be restricted.

«only minimal primitive facitities would
be developed consistent with low inten-
sity uses. Activities consistent with
this zone include: camping, hiking/
mountaineering, canoping, kayaking, Cro.
country skiing and snowshoeing, fishing,
nature observation.
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